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"An invaluable source of knowledge on the social processes taking place in the world of Islam."--Social
Anthropology

"Lamia Shehadeh gathers so many loose threads, provides definitive answers, and offers bold analysis . . .
from her deconstruction of significant Islamic texts and intelligent critique of these works. So far studies on
Muslim women have oscillated between the apologetic and the titillating. This is a very focused piece
produced by an expert on Islamic thought and Western gender theory as well."--Ghada Talhami, Lake Forest
College

Lamia Rustum Shehadeh analyzes the writings and political practices of the nine Islamic ideologues of the
twentieth century who masterminded the resurgence of Islamic fundamentalism to demonstrate that their
consistent emphasis on the subordinate status of women constitutes a vehicle for attaining political power.
As the only study that compiles and critiques the gender theory of the major Islamic fundamentalists, The
Idea of Women in Fundamentalist Islam offers a unifying theory elucidating their stand on women's role in
society and the centrality of women in their politically ideal Muslim society.

In an attempt to create a working prevalent theory about gender in Islam, this book deconstructs the religio-
political writings and political practices of the nine Islamic ideologues of the twentieth century who
masterminded the resurgence of Islamic fundamentalism: Hasan al-Banna, Abu al-'A'la al-Mawdudi, Sayyid
Qutb, Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini, Ayatollah Mortaza Mutahhari, Zaynab al-Ghazali, Hasan al-Turabi,
Rashid al-Ghannoushi, and Sheikh Hussein Fadlallah. It demonstrates that although these ideologues have
individual peculiarities, their consistent emphasis on the subordinate status of women in society and in their
relation to men constitutes a vehicle for attaining political power.

By examining the spectrum of 20th-century Islamic fundamentalist discourse on the subordinate role of
women, Shehadeh builds a bridge between political ideology and gender theory. She determines how the
diversity of political, social, and economic domains within the discourse of the nine ideologues--male or
female, Sunni or Shi'ite, radical or moderate--applies to gender relations, and whether their discourse is
distinctive or remains within the classical or traditional mold of Islam. She demonstrates that the importance
given to gender issues by fundamentalist ideologues and the constraints imposed on women in society are
not so much due to patriarchy as to the manipulation of such issues for purely political purposes--to assure
overwhelming male support and to divert attention from the real problems of society.

Shehadeh's study, the only work that compiles and critiques the gender theory of the major Islamic
fundamentalist ideologues, offers a unifying theory elucidating their stand on women's role in society and the
centrality of women in their politically ideal Muslim society.  This book provides new perspectives and
insights into the 20th-century concept of political Islam.

Lamia Rustum Shehadeh is associate professor in the Civilization Sequence Program at the American
University of Beirut.
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From reader reviews:

Rosa Rogers:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place
and notice by means of surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated that for a
while is reading. That's why, by reading a reserve your ability to survive improve then having chance to
remain than other is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading a book, we give you that The Idea of
Women in Fundamentalist Islam book as nice and daily reading book. Why, because this book is greater than
just a book.

Erica Lewis:

This The Idea of Women in Fundamentalist Islam is great guide for you because the content which is full of
information for you who always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This specific book
reveal it data accurately using great coordinate word or we can say no rambling sentences inside it. So if you
are read this hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight
forward sentences but difficult core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having The Idea of
Women in Fundamentalist Islam in your hand like having the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous
one particular. We can say that no reserve that offer you world in ten or fifteen moment right but this book
already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt this?

William McNeill:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This particular book The Idea of Women in Fundamentalist
Islam was bright colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book The Idea of Women in
Fundamentalist Islam has many kinds or category. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or
Detective Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are usually
make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book in your case and
try to like reading this.

Vanessa Gilliam:

A lot of guide has printed but it is unique. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the
most effective book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is known as
of book The Idea of Women in Fundamentalist Islam. You can include your knowledge by it. Without
departing the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most
important that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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