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Over fifty years after her death, Simone Weil (1909-1943) remains one of the most searching religious
inquirers and political thinkers of the twentieth century. Albert Camus said she had a "madness for truth."
She rejected her Jewishness and developed a strong interest in Catholicism, although she never joined the
Catholic church. Both an activist and a scholar, she constantly spoke out against injustice and aligned herself
with workers, with the colonial poor in France, and with the opressed everywhere. She came to believe that
suffering itself could be a way to unity with God, and her death at thirty-four has been recorded as suicide by
starvation.

This extraordinary study is primarily a topography of Weil's mind, but Thomas Nevin is persuaded that her
thought is inextricably bound to her life and dramatic times. Thus, he not only addresses her thoughts and her
prejudices but examines her reasons for entertaining them and gives them a historical focus. He claims that
to Weil's generation the Spanish War, the Popular Front, the ascendance of Hitlerism, and the Vichy years
were not mere backdrops but definitive events.

Nevin explores in detail not only matters of continuing interest, such as Weil's leftist politics and her attempt
to embrace Christianity, but also hitherto unexamined aspects of her life and work which permit a deeper
understanding of her: her writings on science, her work as a poet and dramatist, and her selective friendships.
The thread uniting these topics is her struggle to maintain her independence as a free thinker while resisting
community such as Judaism could have offered her. Her intellectual struggles eloquently reveal the desperate
isolation of Jews torn between the lure of assimilation and the tormented dignity of their communal history.

Nevin's massive research draws on the full range of essays, notebooks, and fragments from the Simone Weil
archives in Paris, many of which have never been translated or published.

Originally published in 1991.

A UNC Press Enduring Edition -- UNC Press Enduring Editions use the latest in digital technology to make
available again books from our distinguished backlist that were previously out of print. These editions are
published unaltered from the original, and are presented in affordable paperback formats, bringing readers
both historical and cultural value.
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From reader reviews:

Olga Noone:

The book untitled Simone Weil: Portrait of a Self-exiled Jew is the e-book that recommended to you to
study. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to an individual. The language
that publisher use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article writer was
did a lot of study when write the book, so the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You
also will get the e-book of Simone Weil: Portrait of a Self-exiled Jew from the publisher to make you much
more enjoy free time.

Steven Huckins:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you are ride on and with addition info. Even you love Simone Weil: Portrait of a Self-exiled Jew, it is
possible to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang type is
it? Oh come on its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its identified as reading
friends.

Mamie Esters:

You will get this Simone Weil: Portrait of a Self-exiled Jew by browse the bookstore or Mall. Simply
viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve issue if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this
book are various. Not only through written or printed but also can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the
modern era similar to now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right
now, choose your own ways to get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange you to
ultimately make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.

Heather Garcia:

A lot of reserve has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by online on social media. You
can choose the most effective book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It
is identified as of book Simone Weil: Portrait of a Self-exiled Jew. You can add your knowledge by it.
Without departing the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most
important that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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