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“The DI put me and my friend in front of the platoon and said, ‘this is what the Viet Cong looks like, with
slanted eyes’.”—Raymond Imayama, US Marine Corps, Dong Ha, 1968–69.

Among Vietnam veterans, Japanese Americans have remained largely silent about their wartime experiences.
Until now. In this ground-breaking book, many of them talk for the first time about their struggle for identity
in the US and how this affected their participation in the Vietnam War.

Toshio Whelchel interviewed over one hundred veterans in the course of his work, and here he presents the
most revealing and moving of their stories. Several of them begin in the relocation camps to which many
Japanese American families were posted during and after the Second World War environments which led
many young men to accept the military draft without question. Some reveal the various forms of
discrimination practised across the different military institutions. All illustrate the profound influence of the
war on their lives: how they dealt with routine racism, their growing politicisation and the struggle to
reintegrate themselves into American society after the war.

“What the American presence in Vietnam was doing was creating a dehumanizing environment for all the
Vietnamese. Part of this dehumanization was the paranoia about who the enemy really was. I think that many
Marines lost the ability to make that distinction, and that realization started to bother me because I was
Asian. If I could be mistaken for a Vietnamese, then I could be a gook. In the eyes of many Americans, I was
already a gook!”—Marcus Miyatomo, US Marine Corps, Danang, 1965–1966
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From reader reviews:

Viola Coghlan:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. We all know that
that book is very important usually. The book From Pearl Harbor to Saigon: Japanese American Soldiers and
the Vietnam War (Haymarket) had been making you to know about other understanding and of course you
can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The publication From Pearl Harbor to Saigon:
Japanese American Soldiers and the Vietnam War (Haymarket) is not only giving you a lot more new
information but also for being your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your own personal
spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship together with the book From Pearl Harbor to Saigon:
Japanese American Soldiers and the Vietnam War (Haymarket). You never really feel lose out for everything
in case you read some books.

Jennifer Frederick:

The knowledge that you get from From Pearl Harbor to Saigon: Japanese American Soldiers and the
Vietnam War (Haymarket) could be the more deep you excavating the information that hide in the words the
more you get interested in reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to know but From Pearl Harbor
to Saigon: Japanese American Soldiers and the Vietnam War (Haymarket) giving you thrill feeling of
reading. The article writer conveys their point in selected way that can be understood simply by anyone who
read it because the author of this publication is well-known enough. That book also makes your current
vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We propose you for having this specific From Pearl Harbor to Saigon: Japanese
American Soldiers and the Vietnam War (Haymarket) instantly.

Ray Ellis:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read
any book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day every day
to reading a book. The book From Pearl Harbor to Saigon: Japanese American Soldiers and the Vietnam War
(Haymarket) it is quite good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These folks
were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy often
the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not to fund but this
book offers high quality.

Fred Nelson:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its handle may doesn't



work here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer is usually From Pearl Harbor to Saigon: Japanese American
Soldiers and the Vietnam War (Haymarket) why because the great cover that make you consider about the
content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or perhaps
cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.
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