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This book is the first inter-disciplinary engagement with the work of Maqbool Fida Husain, arguably India’s
most iconic contemporary artist today, whose life and work are intimately entangled with the career of
independent India as a democratic, secular and multi-ethnic nation. For more than half a century, and across
thousands of canvases, Husain has painted individuals and objects, events and incidents that offer an
astonishing visual chronicle of India through the ages.

The 13 articles in this volume – written by distinguished artists, curators, anthropologists, historians, art
historians and critics, sociologists and scholars of post-colonial literature and religion – critically examine
the artistic statement that Husain has presented on the self, community and nation through his oeuvre. It
engages with the controversies that have erupted around and about Husain’s work, and situates them in
debates around the freedom of the artist versus the sentiments of the community, between ‘virtue’ and
‘obscenity’, between an ‘elite’ of intellectuals and the ‘common man’, and between a ‘work of art’ and a
‘religious icon’. Correspondingly it considers how India has responded to Husain: with affection, admiration
and adulation on the one hand, and hostility and rejection on the other.

This book is more relevant than ever before in light of the debates that have arisen over Husain’s self-
imposed exile for the last few years following a spate of violent attacks on his home and exhibitions in India,
and his recent decision to forfeit his Indian citizenship.

It will be of interest to those studying art history, sociology, anthropology, cultural studies, and politics, as
well as to a wide spectrum of readers interested in contemporary issues of identity and nationhood.
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From reader reviews:

Martha Wilson:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the reserve entitled Barefoot across the Nation: M F Husain and the Idea of India
(Visual and Media Histories). Try to the actual book Barefoot across the Nation: M F Husain and the Idea of
India (Visual and Media Histories) as your pal. It means that it can being your friend when you really feel
alone and beside those of course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The
book makes you much more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , let us
make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Adria Jenkins:

Book is usually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important matter to bring us around
the world. Adjacent to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A publication Barefoot across the
Nation: M F Husain and the Idea of India (Visual and Media Histories) will make you to be smarter. You can
feel far more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think which open or reading a
book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you seeking best book
or acceptable book with you?

William McDowell:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like
reading book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a book will give you a
lot of new facts. When you read a book you will get new information simply because book is one of various
ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading through a book will make a person more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially fictional works book the author will bring that you
imagine the story how the people do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other
individuals. When you read this Barefoot across the Nation: M F Husain and the Idea of India (Visual and
Media Histories), you are able to tells your family, friends and also soon about yours guide. Your knowledge
can inspire average, make them reading a publication.

James Weil:

Barefoot across the Nation: M F Husain and the Idea of India (Visual and Media Histories) can be one of
your beginning books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this e-book has good
vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still
delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to put every word into joy arrangement in writing
Barefoot across the Nation: M F Husain and the Idea of India (Visual and Media Histories) but doesn't forget



the main place, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource information that maybe you can
be certainly one of it. This great information may drawn you into completely new stage of crucial imagining.
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