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For millennia the mighty giant tortoises lived in isolation on remote oceanic islands such as the Galapagos,
Seychelles and Mauritius. Then in the sixteenth century sailors discovered that they were good to eat, and
their strategic location led to a wholesale plunder of their population by passing ships.
Later, many Victorian scientists became fascinated with these creatures, directly inspiring the first
understanding of ecology and biogeography and Darwin's theory of natural selection. The giant tortoise was
also the subject of the world's first conservation fight in the 1870s. Indeed many people's lives have been
touched by these gentle giants. The French were happy to surrender the island of Mauritius in 1810, but
baulked at handing over their mascot tortoise, and the British and American governments were forced to
concede the tortoises in a major Cold War incident. The twentieth century saw the establishment of wildlife
reserves in the Galapagos and elsewhere, but it has been too late for many species. However, modern
genetics has been able to track down members of what were once believed to be extinct populations.
A Sheltered Life is a fascinating look at one of the world's strangest and most wondrous animals--whose
significance in modern science and culture cannot be underestimated.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Scott:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive now,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place
and notice by simply surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated that for a
while is reading. Yes, by reading a publication your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand
than other is high. In your case who want to start reading a book, we give you this particular A Sheltered
Life: The Unexpected History of the Giant Tortoise book as beginning and daily reading publication. Why,
because this book is usually more than just a book.

Brett Baker:

This book untitled A Sheltered Life: The Unexpected History of the Giant Tortoise to be one of several
books this best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this book you can get a lot of
benefit in it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book shop or you can order it through online.
The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, since you can
read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this guide from your list.

Daphne Shew:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition details. Even you love A Sheltered Life: The Unexpected
History of the Giant Tortoise, you could enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still wish to miss
it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its
named reading friends.

Denise Wallis:

A number of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a book. They are directly felt this when they
get a half elements of the book. You can choose the book A Sheltered Life: The Unexpected History of the
Giant Tortoise to make your reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading talent is developing when
you just like reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the feeling about
book and reading especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to wide open a book and learn it. Beside
that the publication A Sheltered Life: The Unexpected History of the Giant Tortoise can to be your brand-
new friend when you're sense alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of the time.
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