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Using narrative, monologues, and seventy black-and-white photographs, photojournalist Richard Younker
examines the life and culture of what is perhaps the last generation of people to make their living as
commercial fishermen on the Mississippi River, Junnie Putman and his family and friends.
            
Younker delves into and illustrates every aspect of Putman's life: how he works, what he does to relax, how
he interacts with family and friends. He shows how Putman fished, divulging some of the secrets of the
professional fisherman. Examining this fisherman's life—as well as the lives of his relatives and
friends—Younker demonstrates Putman's skill as colorful storyteller with a rich vocabulary. Putman proved
forthright when expressing his views about life, river lore, and the changing ecology.
            
These fishermen (who supplement their incomes by hunting and trapping) have various and vigorous
encounters with the law, some confrontational, some clever. They also live dangerous lives, working hard,
playing hard. And they are quick to fight. Younker photographs and writes about this side of their lives, too.
            
In each chapter, Younker narrates an aspect of the life and work of Junnie Putman and his family and friends
followed byYounker's own black-and-white photographs that help tell the story. Introducing each
photograph is a monologue in which Putman or one of his relatives either recounts the history of the family
that settled in Bellevue, Iowa, in 1862 or explains the methods and dangers of a specific job.
    
Although he spent parts of nine years documenting Junnie Putman and his family, Younker condenses his
observations into a single year. He shows, for example, how fishing techniques change with the seasons.
Putman uses hoop nets in the spring, trotlines in the summer, trammel nets in the fall, seines in the open
water in late fall, and seines under the water in winter.
       
In Yankin' and Liftin' Their Whole Lives, Younker presents the richness of a vanishing way of life and the
intricacies of its labors. He gives Junnie Putman and his friends the opportunity to speak for themselves. And
he shows a culture in decline, demonstrating that descent through Putman's failing health, his death, and the
townspeople's reminiscences of his life following the funeral.
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From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Paolucci:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they're still students or the idea for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't
desire do that. You must know how great along with important the book Yankin' and Liftin' Their Whole
Lives: A Mississippi River Commercial Fisherman (Shawnee Books). All type of book would you see on
many sources. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Andre Botsford:

This Yankin' and Liftin' Their Whole Lives: A Mississippi River Commercial Fisherman (Shawnee Books) is
great book for you because the content and that is full of information for you who have always deal with
world and also have to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it information accurately using
great organize word or we can point out no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read the idea hurriedly
you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but difficult core
information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having Yankin' and Liftin' Their Whole Lives: A
Mississippi River Commercial Fisherman (Shawnee Books) in your hand like keeping the world in your arm,
data in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no reserve that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen
small right but this publication already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs.
hectic do you still doubt which?

Jim May:

Beside this specific Yankin' and Liftin' Their Whole Lives: A Mississippi River Commercial Fisherman
(Shawnee Books) in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or
information. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh from your oven so don't end up
being worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Yankin' and Liftin'
Their Whole Lives: A Mississippi River Commercial Fisherman (Shawnee Books) because this book offers
for your requirements readable information. Do you at times have book but you seldom get what it's exactly
about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot
be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss this? Find this book in addition to
read it from currently!

Ian Sharpless:

As a college student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library in
order to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart
or real their hobby. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally
there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring in addition



to can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for yourself.
As we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Yankin' and Liftin' Their Whole Lives: A Mississippi River Commercial
Fisherman (Shawnee Books) can make you feel more interested to read.
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