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Against a backdrop of revolution, border banditry, freewheeling aerial dramatics, and World War II comes
this compelling look at the rise of U.S. combat aviation at an unlikely proving ground—a remote airfield in
the rugged reaches of the southwestern Texas borderlands. Here, at Elmo Johnson's Big Bend ranch,
hundreds of young Army Air Corps pilots demonstrated the U.S. military's reconnaissance and emergency
response capabilities and, in so doing, dramatized the changing role of the airplane as an instrument of war
and peace.

Kenneth Ragsdale's gripping account not only sets the United States squarely in the forefront of aerial
development but also provides a reflective look at U.S.-Mexican relations of the 1920s, 1930s, and 1940s,
particularly the tense days and aftermath of the Escobar Rebellion of 1929. He paints a vivid picture of the
development of the U.S. aerial strike force; the character, ideals, and expectations of the men who would one
day become combat leaders; and the high esteem in which U.S. citizens held the courageous pilots.

Particularly noteworthy is Ragsdale's portrait of Elmo Johnson, the Big Bend rancher, trader, and rural sage
who emerges as the dominant figure at one of the most unusual facilities in the annals of the Air Corps.
Wings over the Mexican Border tells a stirring story of the American frontier juxtaposed with the new age of
aerial technology.
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From reader reviews:

Joshua Sigmund:

The book Wings over the Mexican Border: Pioneer Military Aviation in the Big Bend make one feel enjoy
for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable much more increase. Book can to get your best
friend when you getting strain or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make studying a
book Wings over the Mexican Border: Pioneer Military Aviation in the Big Bend to become your habit, you
can get much more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all
subjects. You may know everything if you like wide open and read a e-book Wings over the Mexican
Border: Pioneer Military Aviation in the Big Bend. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science guide or
encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this guide?

Louie Laforge:

What do you concerning book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what your own problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy individual? If you
don't have spare time to perform others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have free time?
What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They have to answer that question because just
their can do which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is proper. Because start
from on pre-school until university need this specific Wings over the Mexican Border: Pioneer Military
Aviation in the Big Bend to read.

Sherry Duncan:

Often the book Wings over the Mexican Border: Pioneer Military Aviation in the Big Bend has a lot of
knowledge on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was compiled by
the very famous author. Tom makes some research before write this book. This specific book very easy to
read you can find the point easily after perusing this book.

Catherine Graziani:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information simpler
to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended to you is Wings over the Mexican Border: Pioneer Military Aviation in the Big Bend this
guide consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented
just how can the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy
to understand. Often the writer made some research when he makes this book. That is why this book
appropriate all of you.
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