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Millions of people around the world today spend portions of their lives in online virtual worlds. Second Life
is one of the largest of these virtual worlds. The residents of Second Life create communities, buy property
and build homes, go to concerts, meet in bars, attend weddings and religious services, buy and sell virtual
goods and services, find friendship, fall in love--the possibilities are endless, and all encountered through a
computer screen. Coming of Age in Second Life is the first book of anthropology to examine this thriving
alternate universe.

Tom Boellstorff conducted more than two years of fieldwork in Second Life, living among and observing its
residents in exactly the same way anthropologists traditionally have done to learn about cultures and social
groups in the so-called real world. He conducted his research as the avatar "Tom Bukowski," and applied the
rigorous methods of anthropology to study many facets of this new frontier of human life, including issues of
gender, race, sex, money, conflict and antisocial behavior, the construction of place and time, and the
interplay of self and group.

Coming of Age in Second Life shows how virtual worlds can change ideas about identity and society.
Bringing anthropology into territory never before studied, this book demonstrates that in some ways humans
have always been virtual, and that virtual worlds in all their rich complexity build upon a human capacity for
culture that is as old as humanity itself.
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From reader reviews:

Lily Terry:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the publication entitled Coming of Age in Second Life: An Anthropologist Explores the
Virtually Human. Try to stumble through book Coming of Age in Second Life: An Anthropologist Explores
the Virtually Human as your friend. It means that it can being your friend when you feel alone and beside
those of course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you far
more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let me make new experience as
well as knowledge with this book.

Katie Duffy:

The book Coming of Age in Second Life: An Anthropologist Explores the Virtually Human give you a sense
of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to get
your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem using your subject. If you can make
looking at a book Coming of Age in Second Life: An Anthropologist Explores the Virtually Human to be
your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your
knowledge about some or all subjects. You may know everything if you like start and read a publication
Coming of Age in Second Life: An Anthropologist Explores the Virtually Human. Kinds of book are several.
It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this publication?

Angel Martinez:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try to and must have the spare time or they will get lot of
stress from both daily life and work. So , if we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely sure.
People is human not a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are you experiencing when the
spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you try this
one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the actual book you have
read is usually Coming of Age in Second Life: An Anthropologist Explores the Virtually Human.

Casey Russell:

You can spend your free time to see this book this reserve. This Coming of Age in Second Life: An
Anthropologist Explores the Virtually Human is simple to deliver you can read it in the park your car, in the
beach, train as well as soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy
typically the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone.
Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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