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In the winter of 1979 Nabeel Yasin, Iraq's most famous young poet, gathered together a handful of
belongings and fled Iraq with his wife and son. Life in Baghdad had become intolerable. Silenced by a series
of brutal beatings at the hands of the Ba'ath Party's Secret Police and declared an “enemy of the state,” he
faced certain death if he stayed.

Nabeel had grown up in the late 1950s and early '60s in a large and loving family, amid the domestic drama
typical of Iraq's new middle class, with his mother Sabria working as a seamstress to send all of her seven
children to college. As his story unfolds, Nabeel meets his future wife and finds his poetic voice while he is a
student. But Saddam's rise to power ushers in a new era of repression, imprisonment and betrayal from
which few families will escape intact. In this new climate of intimidation and random violence Iraqis live in
fear and silence; yet Nabeel’s mother tells him “It is your duty to write.” His poetry, a blend of myth and
history, attacks the regime determined to silence him. As Nabeel’s fame and influence as a poet grows, he is
forced into hiding when the Party begins to dismantle the city’s infrastructure and impose power cuts and
food rationing. Two of his brothers are already in prison and a third is used as a human minesweeper on the
frontline of the Iran-Iraq war. After six months in hiding, Nabeel escapes with his wife and young son to
Beirut, Paris, Prague, Budapest, and finally England.

Written by Jo Tatchell, a journalist who has spent many years in the Middle East and who is a close friend of
Nabeel Yasin’s, Nabeel's Song is the gripping story of a family and its fateful encounter with history. From a
warm, lighthearted look at the Yasin family before the Saddam dictatorship, to the tale of Nabeel’s
persecution and daring flight, and the suspense-filled account of his family’s rebellion against Saddam's
regime, Nabeel's Song is an intimate, illuminating, deeply human chronicle of a country and a culture
devastated by political repression and war.
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From reader reviews:

William Svendsen:

The particular book The Poet of Baghdad: A True Story of Love and Defiance (Reader's Guide) will bring
that you the new experience of reading the book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. When
you try to find new book you just read, this book very suitable to you. The book The Poet of Baghdad: A
True Story of Love and Defiance (Reader's Guide) is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get
the e-book through the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Neil Myers:

Precisely why? Because this The Poet of Baghdad: A True Story of Love and Defiance (Reader's Guide) is
an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will distress you
with the secret this inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who else write the book in such
amazing way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning
thoroughly. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This
book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book include such as help improving your
expertise and your critical thinking way. So , still want to delay having that book? If I ended up you I will go
to the reserve store hurriedly.

Michael Rodiguez:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you will have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love The Poet of Baghdad: A True Story
of Love and Defiance (Reader's Guide), you are able to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still
wish to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't
understand it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Johnny Sutton:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this The Poet of Baghdad: A True Story of Love
and Defiance (Reader's Guide) e-book written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make
book which can be understand by anyone who read the book. Written within good manner for you, leaking
every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still skepticism The Poet of
Baghdad: A True Story of Love and Defiance (Reader's Guide) as good book not simply by the cover but
also by the content. This is one book that can break don't judge book by its cover, so do you still needing a
different sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already said so why you
have to listening to another sixth sense.
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