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"This excellent book by a distinguished author presents a nonmathematical account of present-day theories
of solid state physics … Holden's lucid writing style is well adapted to the needs of his audience; students
will find it a pleasure to read." — Choice
Unusually clear and accessible, this highly regarded volume offers a nontechnical, nonmathematical
introduction to the fundamentals of solid-state physics. It can be read by any student with a background of
high school physics or chemistry, and will serve scientists and engineers well as a primer in the field of
solid-state theory.
The first half of the book develops basic concepts in modern atomic physics. Included are illuminating
discussions of heat, heat capacity, order, symmetry, atoms and ions, molecules and metals and structures.
The second part then applies the concepts elucidated to the structural and electrical properties of solid
materials. This involves treatment of atomic motions, particles and waves, electrons in atoms, electrons in
solids, electrical conduction, semiconductors and magnets. An appendix entitled "Scales of Energy" rounds
out the book.
Dr. Holden, a former research scientist with Bell Telephone Laboratories and former visiting professor at
M.I.T., does not delve deeply into the interaction between theory and experiment. Rather, these pages are
devoted, in his words, to "explaining the theories — to picturing the models — that provide the best means
known today for unifying our knowledge of solids and connecting it with a broader field of science." Readers
will find that this lucid, well-written study achieves its purpose, combining elements of physics, chemistry,
and crystallography to produce a comprehensive, interconnected picture of solid-state theory and its role in
the wider scope of modern science.
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From reader reviews:

Graciela Cook:

The book The Nature of Solids: with 173 Illustrations can give more knowledge and also the precise product
information about everything you want. So why must we leave the good thing like a book The Nature of
Solids: with 173 Illustrations? Some of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim that will book
can give many info for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or
facts that you take for that, you could give for each other; you can share all of these. Book The Nature of
Solids: with 173 Illustrations has simple shape however you know: it has great and large function for you.
You can appear the enormous world by open and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Latasha Sutterfield:

The knowledge that you get from The Nature of Solids: with 173 Illustrations will be the more deep you
rooting the information that hide inside the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It does not
mean that this book is hard to understand but The Nature of Solids: with 173 Illustrations giving you buzz
feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by anyone
who read the idea because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes
your current vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go together with you, both
in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this particular The Nature of Solids: with
173 Illustrations instantly.

Michael Kenney:

Beside this specific The Nature of Solids: with 173 Illustrations in your phone, it might give you a way to get
nearer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh from
oven so don't be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have The
Nature of Solids: with 173 Illustrations because this book offers to you readable information. Do you at
times have book but you seldom get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have
this in the hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Use you
still want to miss that? Find this book and read it from now!

Joan Toon:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-book
means, more simple and reachable. This specific The Nature of Solids: with 173 Illustrations can give you a
lot of pals because by you checking out this one book you have point that they don't and make an individual
more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step for you to get success. This
reserve offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than other make you
to be great folks. So , why hesitate? We should have The Nature of Solids: with 173 Illustrations.
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