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In The Birth of Politics, Melissa Lane introduces the reader to the foundations of Western political thought,
from the Greeks, who invented democracy, to the Romans, who created a republic and then transformed it
into an empire. Tracing the origins of our political concepts from Socrates to Plutarch to Cicero, Lane
reminds us that the birth of politics was a story as much of individuals as ideas. Scouring the speeches of
lawyers alongside the speculations of philosophers, and the reflections of ex-slaves next to the popular
comedies and tragedies of the Greek and Roman stages, this book brings ancient ideas to life in unexpected
ways.

Lane shows how the Greeks and Romans defined politics with distinctive concepts, vocabulary, and
practices--all of which continue to influence politics and political aspirations around the world today. She
focuses on eight political ideas from the Greco-Roman world that are especially influential today: justice,
virtue, constitution, democracy, citizenship, cosmopolitanism, republic, and sovereignty. Lane also describes
how the ancient formulations of these ideas often challenge widely held modern assumptions--for example,
that it is possible to have political equality despite great economic inequality, or that political regimes can be
indifferent to the moral character of their citizens.

A stimulating introduction to the origins of our political ideas and ideals, The Birth of Politics demonstrates
how much we still have to learn from the political genius of the Greeks and Romans.
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From reader reviews:

Florence Croy:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guys this aren't like that. This The Birth of Politics: Eight Greek and Roman Political Ideas and Why They
Matter book is readable through you who hate those straight word style. You will find the facts here are
arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to
supply to you. The writer regarding The Birth of Politics: Eight Greek and Roman Political Ideas and Why
They Matter content conveys objective easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the written content but it just different by means of it. So , do you still thinking The Birth of
Politics: Eight Greek and Roman Political Ideas and Why They Matter is not loveable to be your top list
reading book?

Richard Rhone:

The Birth of Politics: Eight Greek and Roman Political Ideas and Why They Matter can be one of your
beginning books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this guide has good
vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining however
delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to put every word into delight arrangement in
writing The Birth of Politics: Eight Greek and Roman Political Ideas and Why They Matter nevertheless
doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource data that
maybe you can be one among it. This great information could drawn you into brand new stage of crucial
thinking.

Richard Dunn:

In this particular era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are
more special than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you
have to do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of
several books in the top listing in your reading list is actually The Birth of Politics: Eight Greek and Roman
Political Ideas and Why They Matter. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you
closer in growing to be precious person. By looking upward and review this e-book you can get many
advantages.

Lorretta Cox:

Some individuals said that they feel bored when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the book The Birth of Politics: Eight Greek and Roman
Political Ideas and Why They Matter to make your own reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of
reading talent is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to learn
it and mingle the idea about book and looking at especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to open up



a book and examine it. Beside that the guide The Birth of Politics: Eight Greek and Roman Political Ideas
and Why They Matter can to be your new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse with the
information must you're doing of these time.
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