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A philosophical inquiry that explores the role and limitations of discursive reason in understanding ultimate
reality.

A*Samuel Brainard develops a critical language based on a lucid and constructive definition of 'publicity’
and 'presence.' He then uses these concepts to engage the Buddhist, Hindu, and Christian traditionsin a
manner that avoids undue generalizations while offering an original and challenging approach to
comparative mysticism.A” A—Michael Sells, Haverford College

A“Here are promising new pathways of philosophic dialogue across religious and cultural borders. Brainard
has with chutzpah and creative insight invented a new terminology for comparing classical accounts of
mystical experience, East and West. Close to Whitehead, and augmenting some of the efforts of Peirce,
Polanyi, and Wittgenstein, he proposes a phenomenological scheme for philosophizing, once again, about the
ALL, without doing violence to the plurality of particular linguistic practices in which encounters with the
ALL are described. BrainardA’s book is sure to awaken dormant debates on the relations among language,
experience, and divinity.A” A—Peter Ochs, University of Virginia

Responding to our modern disillusionment with any claimsto absolute truth regarding morality or reality,
this book offers a conceptual approach for discussing absolutes without denying either the relevance of
divergent religious and philosophical teachings or the evidence supporting postmodern and poststructuralist
critiques.

Case studies of mysticism within Advaita-Vedanta Hinduism, Madhyamika Buddhism, and Nicene
Christianity demonstrate the value of this approach and offer many fresh insights into the metaphysical
presuppositions of these religions as well as into the nature and value of mystical experience.

Like Douglas HofstadterA’s Godel, Escher, Bach, this book finds ultimate reality to be rationally graspable
only as an eternal fugue of pattern and paradox. Y et it does not so much counter other philosophical views as
provide a conceptua tool for understanding and classifying incommensurable
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From reader reviews:
Allison Car son:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also become alife style. This reading addiction give you
lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the
book thisimprove your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of
publication you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want really
feel happy read one along with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Typically the Reality and
Mystical Experienceis kind of guide which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Jose Brummitt:

Reading a book can be one of alot of activity that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are alot of reasons why people loveit. First reading a e-book will give you alot of new
facts. When you read a e-book you will get new information simply because book is one of a number of
ways to share the information as well astheir idea. Second, looking at a book will make a person more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially fictional works book the author will bring one to
imagine the story how the figures do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other
people. When you read this Reality and Mystical Experience, you can tells your family, friends and also soon
about yours e-book. Y our knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a publication.

Danid Padilla;

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
friends and family or their friend. Are you aware? Many alot of people spent they free time just watching
TV, aswell as playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity honestly, that islook
different you can read any book. It isreally fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book which you read you
can spent al day every day to reading abook. The book Reality and Mystical Experienceit is quite good to
read. There are alot of folks that recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book.
Should you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy typically the e-book. Y ou can mOore
quickly to read this book from your smart phone. The priceis not to fund but this book offers high quality.

Robert Price:

Y ou will get this Reality and Mystical Experience by browse the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or
reviewing it might to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this book
are various. Not only by simply written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by simply e-book.
In the modern era similar to now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what your
problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to
arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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