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What if a world-renowned professor of psychology at Harvard University, a doctor and scientist acclaimed
as one of the leading intellects of the time, suddenly announced that he believed in ghosts? At the close of
the nineteenth century, to great public and professional astonishment, William James-the great philosopher, a
founder of the American Psychological Association and brother of Henry James-did just that and embarked
on a determined, lifelong pursuit of scientific evidence to prove it.

James came together with two other brilliant and charismatic thinkers of the day-Richard Hodgson, a
converted skeptic, and James Hyslop, a natural grandstander who would often visit mediums unannounced, a
hooded mask covering his face-to form the core of the American Society for Psychical Research. They
eventually merged with the British Society for Psychical Research, adding to the group the Cambridge
philosopher Henry Sidgwick and his tiny, ferociously smart wife Eleanor, as well as the mythically
handsome Edmund Gurney and others. While studies of ESP and ghostly visitations have occurred since the
days of the society, at no other time have scientists of the caliber of James and his colleagues devoted
themselves in such an ambitious and driven way for evidence of a life beyond. James and his band of
brothers staked their reputations, their careers, even their sanity, on one of the most extraordinary (and
entertaining) psychological quests ever undertaken, a quest that brought its followers right up against the
limits of science.

This riveting book is about the investigation of the ghost stories-the instances of supernatural phenomena
that could not be explained away-and it is about the courage and conviction of William James and his
colleagues to study science with an open mind. At the heart of the story is the ongoing tension between
empiricism and spiritualism-between a way of explaining the world that is grounded in the purely tangible
and a way that is grounded in a mixture of the evident and the hidden. Pulitzer Prize-winning author Deborah
Blum uses her extraordinary storytelling skills and scientific insight to explore nothing less than the nexus of
science and religion. It is a territory as fascinating to us now as it was to William James and his colleagues
then.
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From reader reviews:

Betty Williams:

What do you think about book? It is just for students as they are still students or it for all people in the world,
the actual best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they
don't need do that. You must know how great and also important the book Ghost Hunters: William James
and the Search for Scientific Proof of Life After Death. All type of book can you see on many resources.
You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

James Batts:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children till adult are different content. To be sure that book is
very important for us. The book Ghost Hunters: William James and the Search for Scientific Proof of Life
After Death was making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more
information. It is quite advantages for you. The book Ghost Hunters: William James and the Search for
Scientific Proof of Life After Death is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to become
your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your e-book. Try to
make relationship together with the book Ghost Hunters: William James and the Search for Scientific Proof
of Life After Death. You never really feel lose out for everything if you read some books.

Eric Hempel:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Books can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their reader with their story as well
as their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the publications. But also they write about the data
about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids,
there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some study before they write to the book. One of them is this Ghost
Hunters: William James and the Search for Scientific Proof of Life After Death.

Shelia Sepulveda:

The publication with title Ghost Hunters: William James and the Search for Scientific Proof of Life After
Death posesses a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This
particular book exist new understanding the information that exist in this publication represented the
condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world.
This particular book will bring you throughout new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book with
your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.
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