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Although hasidic Jews are today associated with mainstream Orthodoxy, Hasidism, during the year of its
genesis, was bitterly opposed and indicted with bans of excommunication by the Jewish establishment. In
The Hasidic Movement and the Gaon of Vilna, Elijah Judah Schochet analyzes the conflict centering on the
hasidic movement in the eighteenth century and the role played by the leader of the opposition, Rabbi Elijah,
the Gaon of Vilna. The reasons Hasidism was challenged are of value not only vis-a-vis historical curiosity
but in terms of the nature of traditional Judaism, its religious priorities, and the perceived dangers inherent in
the hasidic style of rabbinic leadership. Tzaddikim were singularly authorized to descend into sin's domain to
emancipate the sinner in cases of vice and iniquity, and these actions were viewed by the mitnagdim, or
opponents, as "a dangerous flirtation with the notion of 'sin.'" Schochet embarks on a fascinating foray into
the misconceptions held by the opponents of the hasidim that fueled the tension between the two. Rabbi
Elijah, known as the Gaon of Vilna, who was the outstanding rabbinic scholar of his time, emerged from his
cloistered existence to confront and battle these seemingly ostensible threats from within the hasidic
movement. However, there is no record of his having personally encountered hasidic Jews. Why, then, was
he so disturbed by Hasidism? What threats did he perceive the movement posed? Did the excommunication
of the hasidim by the Gaon of Vilna really occur? In The Hasidic Movement and the Gaon of Vilna,
Schochet attempts to unravel the mystery underlying Rabbi Elijah and his campaign against the hasidic
movement. Some aspects ofthe controversy between Hasidism and the mitnagdim still linger today, and
Rabbi Schochet's effort to explicate the eighteenth-century dilemma and its contenders allows the reader a
more privileged glance at past tensions as well as an understanding of the players in today's drama
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From reader reviews:

Robert Maselli:

Typically the book The Hasidic Movement and the Gaon of Vilna will bring that you the new experience of
reading any book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to see,
this book very suited to you. The book The Hasidic Movement and the Gaon of Vilna is much recommended
to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Harry Fulford:

This The Hasidic Movement and the Gaon of Vilna is great book for you because the content that is certainly
full of information for you who also always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This
kind of book reveal it details accurately using great coordinate word or we can claim no rambling sentences
in it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only
provides you with straight forward sentences but challenging core information with wonderful delivering
sentences. Having The Hasidic Movement and the Gaon of Vilna in your hand like keeping the world in your
arm, information in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no book that offer you world within ten or fifteen
tiny right but this e-book already do that. So , this is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you
still doubt which?

Errol Garvin:

The book untitled The Hasidic Movement and the Gaon of Vilna contain a lot of information on that. The
writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy technique. The language is very clear and understandable all
the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read this. The book was written by famous author.
The author will take you in the new age of literary works. You can read this book because you can read more
your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish
to purchase the e-book, you can available their official web-site and order it. Have a nice study.

Sheri Combs:

With this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. Among the books in
the top collection in your reading list is actually The Hasidic Movement and the Gaon of Vilna. This book
which is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking right up and
review this book you can get many advantages.
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