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The Kalevala

The Epic Poem of Finland

Translated into English By John Martin Crawford

The Kalevala or The Kalewala is a 19th-century work of epic poetry compiled by Elias Lönnrot from
Karelian and Finnish oral folklore and mythology.

It is regarded as the national epic of Karelia and Finland and is one of the most significant works of Finnish
literature. The Kalevala played an instrumental role in the development of the Finnish national identity, the
intensification of Finland's language strife and the growing sense of nationality that ultimately led to
Finland's independence from Russia in 1917.

The Kalevala (the Land of Heroes) relates the ever-varying contests between the Finns and the "darksome
Laplanders", just as the Iliad relates the contests between the Greeks and the Trojans. Castren is of the
opinion that the enmity between the Finns and the Lapps was sung long before the Finns had left their
Asiatic birth-place.

A deeper and more esoteric meaning of the Kalevala, however, points to a contest between Light and
Darkness, Good and Evil; the Finns representing the Light and the Good, and the Lapps, the Darkness and
the Evil. Like the Niebelungs, the heroes of the Finns woo for brides the beauteous maidens of the North;
and the similarity is rendered still more striking by their frequent inroads into the country of the Lapps, in
order to possess themselves of the envied treasure of Lapland, the mysterious Sampo, evidently the Golden
Fleece of the Argonautic expedition. Curiously enough public opinion is often expressed in the runes, in the
words of an infant; often too the unexpected is introduced after the manner of the Greek dramas, by a young
child, or an old man.

The whole poem is replete with the most fascinating folk-lore about the mysteries of nature, the origin of
things, the enigmas of human tears, and, true to the character of a national epic, it represents not only the
poetry, but the entire wisdom and accumulated experience of a nation. Among others, there is a profoundly
philosophical trait in the poem, indicative of a deep insight into the workings of the human mind, and into
the forces of nature. Whenever one of the heroes of the Kalevala wishes to overcome the aggressive power of
an evil force, as a wound, a disease, a ferocious beast, or a venomous serpent, he achieves his purpose by
chanting the origin of the inimical force. The thought underlying this idea evidently is that all evil could be
obviated had we but the knowledge of whence and how it came.

The numerous myths of the poem are likewise full of significance and beauty, and the Kalevala should be
read between the lines, in order that the fall meaning of this great epic may be comprehended. Even such a
hideous impersonation as that of Kullerwoinen, is rich with pointed meaning, showing as it does, the
incorrigibility of ingrained evil. This legend, like all others of the poem, has its deep-running stream of
esoteric interpretation. The Kalevala, perhaps, more than any other, uses its lines on the surface in



symbolism to point the human mind to the brighter gems of truth beneath.
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From reader reviews:

Norberto Brody:

This The Kalevala: The Epic Poem of Finland (Poems of Finland - The Kalevala) book is absolutely not
ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is
information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper you read a lot of
information you will get. This The Kalevala: The Epic Poem of Finland (Poems of Finland - The Kalevala)
without we know teach the one who reading it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't possibly be
worry The Kalevala: The Epic Poem of Finland (Poems of Finland - The Kalevala) can bring any time you
are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it inside your
lovely laptop even cellphone. This The Kalevala: The Epic Poem of Finland (Poems of Finland - The
Kalevala) having excellent arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not really feel uninterested
in reading.

Tara Wilson:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book particularly book
entitled The Kalevala: The Epic Poem of Finland (Poems of Finland - The Kalevala) your brain will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely might be your
mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a reserve then become one application form
conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get previous to. The The Kalevala: The Epic Poem of
Finland (Poems of Finland - The Kalevala) giving you a different experience more than blown away your
thoughts but also giving you useful details for your better life with this era. So now let us explain to you the
relaxing pattern is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning
a. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Aubrey Newsome:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is unique. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the best
book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is named of book The
Kalevala: The Epic Poem of Finland (Poems of Finland - The Kalevala). You can include your knowledge
by it. Without departing the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It
is most essential that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one destination to other place.

Kari Hughes:

Reserve is one of source of knowledge. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but native
or citizen require book to know the revise information of year for you to year. As we know those textbooks
have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world.
Through the book The Kalevala: The Epic Poem of Finland (Poems of Finland - The Kalevala) we can have
more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To get creative person must love to read a book.



Simply choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life with
this book The Kalevala: The Epic Poem of Finland (Poems of Finland - The Kalevala). You can more
appealing than now.
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