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A contributor to Donald Allen's seminal New American Poetry anthology, John Wieners was on the
periphery of many of the twentieth century's most important avant-garde poetry scenes, from Black
Mountain and the Boston Renaissance to the New York School and the SF Renaissance. Having achieved
cult status among poets, Wieners has also become known for the compelling nature of his journals, a mixture
of early drafts of poems, prose fragments, lists, and other fascinating minutiae of the poet's imagination.
Stars Seen in Person: Selected Journals of John Wieners collects four of his previously unpublished journals
from the period between 1955 and 1969. The first journal depicts a young, openly gay, self-described
"would-be poet" dashing around bohemian Boston with writer and artist friends, pre-drugs and pre-fame. By
the last book, decimated by repeated institutionalization (the first for drug-related psychosis, the rest the
consequence of the first) and personal tragedies, Wieners is broken down and in great pain, but still writing
honestly and with detail about the life he's left with. These journals capture a post-war bohemian world that
no longer exists, depicted through the prism of Wieners' sense of glamour.

Praise for Stars Seen in Person:

"Like Rimbaud in Season in Hell, or Baudelaire with Intimate Journals, there's an unguarded spark and trust
in John Wieners because impulse and imagination reign supreme. In 1955 he writes, "I shall try the only true
thing I want to do. I shall go to my poems." Predating The Hotel Wentley Poems, moving through Ace of
Pentacles, and ushering us into his life before Nerves, Stars Seen in Person further illuminates John as our
future/former best unkept secret."—Micah Ballard

"Thanks to Michael Seth Stewart’s editorial legerdemain, at long last we have the magnificent John Wieners
here before us, in his full undressed splendor: poet, stargazer, philosopher, shaman, flâneur, survivor. His
journals––an inspiring monument, filled with taut provocations and purple illuminations––are valuable as
cultural history, as lyric performance, as uninhibited autobiography, and as a motley, genre-defying epitome
of gesamtkunstwerk aesthetic possibilities that seem as fresh and enticing as anything being dreamt up
today."—Wayne Koestenbaum

"These pages of notebooks and poetry—so exhaustively exhumed and returned to light and breath—are
equivalent to Rilke's Letters to a Young Poet, but in reverse. John Wieners (forever young) evolved through
his prose notes towards a sustained poetics of adolescence, holding that tormented phase on a long
unyielding band-wave, resisting the sop of adult living with all his might and undergoing the inevitable
punishments that such persistence brings."—Fanny Howe

"John Wieners remains one of the best poets of my generation. His work & life continue to influence
younger poets. These journals reveal his deep commitment to poetry & the poem; they contextualize his
constant questing & devotion to the art. I knew John during many of the periods his journals cover &, as
always, remain amazed & moved by his deeply examined honesty & purity."—David Meltzer

John Wieners studied with Charles Olson at Black Mountain College, and later edited the small magazine
Measure. He lived for a year and a half in San Francisco, where he wrote his breakthrough book, Hotel
Wentley Poems (1958). In the early seventies he settled into an apartment on Boston's Beacon Hill, where he
lived and wrote until his death in 2002.
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From reader reviews:

Vance Malik:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive now, people have
do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated that for a while is reading. That's
why, by reading a guide your ability to survive boost then having chance to stay than other is high. For
yourself who want to start reading a book, we give you this Stars Seen in Person: Selected Journals of John
Wieners book as basic and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Steven Weathers:

This Stars Seen in Person: Selected Journals of John Wieners are usually reliable for you who want to be
considered a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Stars Seen in Person: Selected Journals of
John Wieners can be one of several great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple
reading food but feed an individual with information that possibly will shock your prior knowledge. This
book will be handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book
and printed ones. Beside that this Stars Seen in Person: Selected Journals of John Wieners forcing you to
have an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we
know it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Brittany Schafer:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family,
or their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic from the
park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill your
current free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book may be option to fill your free of charge time/ holiday.
The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to attempt
look for book, may be the book untitled Stars Seen in Person: Selected Journals of John Wieners can be
excellent book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Jimmy Dolce:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Stars Seen in Person: Selected Journals of
John Wieners reserve written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which might be
understand by anyone who else read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, still dripping wet
every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still hesitation Stars
Seen in Person: Selected Journals of John Wieners as good book but not only by the cover but also by the
content. This is one reserve that can break don't ascertain book by its cover, so do you still needing yet
another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already said so why you have
to listening to a different sixth sense.
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