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After relatively successful military interventionsin Iragin 1992 and Y ugoslaviain 1998, many American
strategists believed that airpower and remote technology were the future of U.S. military action. But
America's most recent wars in the Middle East have reinforced the importance of counterinsurgency, with its
imperative to "win hearts and minds' on the ground in foreign lands. In both Iraq and Afghanistan, the U.S.
military has studied and experimented with the combined action platoon (CAP) concept used from 1965 to
1971 by the Marine Corpsin Vietnam.

Consisting of twelve Marines, a medic, and dozens of inexperienced local militiamen, the American
contingent of CAPslived in South Viethamese villages where they provided twenty-four-hour security and
daily medical support for civilians, and fostered social interaction through civic action projects, such as
building schools, offices, and wells. Defend and Befriend is the first comprehensive study of the evolution of
these platoons, emphasizing how and why the U.S. Marine Corps attempted to overcome the inherent
military, social, and cultural obstacles on the ground in Vietnam. Basing his analysis on Marine records and
numerous interviews with CAP veterans, author John Southard illustrates how thousands of soldiers tasked
with counterinsurgency duties came to perceive the Vietnamese people and their mission.

This unique study counters prevailing stereotypes and provides a new perspective on the American
infantryman in the Vietnam War. |lluminating the fear felt by many Americans as they served among groups
of understandably suspicious civilians, Defend and Befriend offers important insights into the future
development of counterinsurgency doctrine.
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From reader reviews:
Richard Linneman:

Baook is definitely written, printed, or illustrated for everything. Y ou can recognize everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. Asyou may know that book isimportant thing to bring us around the
world. Close to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A reserve Defend and Befriend: The U.S.
Marine Corps and Combined Action Platoonsin Vietnam will make you to become smarter. Y ou can feel
more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think that open or reading any
book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you searching for best
book or suited book with you?

Harry Nelson:

This Defend and Befriend: The U.S. Marine Corps and Combined Action Platoons in Vietnam book is not
really ordinary book, you have it then the world isin your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this
book isinformation inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper you
read alot of information you will get. This particular Defend and Befriend: The U.S. Marine Corps and
Combined Action Platoons in Vietnam without we understand teach the one who looking at it become
critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't become worry Defend and Befriend: The U.S. Marine Corps and
Combined Action Platoonsin Vietnam can bring whenever you are and not make your tote space or
bookshelves become full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even cellphone. This Defend and
Befriend: The U.S. Marine Corps and Combined Action Platoonsin Vietnam having good arrangement in
word in addition to layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Novella Tinch:

The book Defend and Befriend: The U.S. Marine Corps and Combined Action Platoons in Vietnam has alot
of knowledge on it. So when you check out this book you can get alot of gain. The book was written by the
very famous author. The author makes some research before write this book. This particular book very easy

to read you can find the point easily after reading this article book.

Alex Miller:

In this eraglobalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find alot of personal referencesto get information example: internet, newspaper,
book, and soon. Y ou can observe that now, alot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The particular
book that recommended for your requirementsis Defend and Befriend: The U.S. Marine Corps and
Combined Action Platoonsin Vietnam this reserve consist alot of the information on the condition of this
world now. That book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The language styles that writer
valueto explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some exploration when he makes this book.



Thisiswhy this book acceptable all of you.
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