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Excerpt from Chapter I

Regard the flowers at eventide as, one after the other, they close in the setting sun. Strange is the feeling that
then presses in upon you--a feeling of enigmatic fear in the presence of this blind dreamlike earth-bound
existence. The dumb forest, the silent meadows, this bush, that twig, do not stir themselves, it is the wind that
plays with them. Only the little gnat is free--he dances still in the evening light, he moves whither he will.

A plant is nothing on its own account. It forms a part of the landscape in which a chance made it take root.
The twilight, the chill, the closing of every flower--these are not cause and effect, not danger and willed
answer to danger. They are a single process of nature, which is accomplishing itself near, with, and in the
plant. The individual is not free to look out for itself, will for itself, or choose for itself.

An animal, on the contrary, can choose. It is emancipated from the servitude of all the rest of the world. This
midget swarm that dances on and on, that solitary bird still flying through the evening, the fox approaching
furtively the nest--these are little worlds of their own within another great world. An animalcule in a drop of
water, too tiny to be perceived by the human eye, though it lasts but a second and has but a corner of this
drop as its field--nevertheless is free and independent in the face of the universe. The giant oak, upon one of
whose leaves the droplet hangs, is not.

Servitude and freedom--this is in last and deepest analysis the differentia by which we distinguish vegetable



and animal existence. Yet only the plant is wholly and entirely what ti is; in the being of the animal there is
something dual. A vegetable is only a vegetable; an animal is a vegetable and something more besides. A
herd that huddles together trembling...

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
--------

Windham Press is committed to bringing the lost cultural heritage of ages past into the 21st century through
high-quality reproductions of original, classic printed works at affordable prices.

This book has been carefully crafted to utilize the original images of antique books rather than error-prone
OCR text. This also preserves the work of the original typesetters of these classics, unknown craftsmen who
laid out the text, often by hand, of each and every page you will read. Their subtle art involving judgment
and interaction with the text is in many ways superior and more human than the mechanical methods utilized
today, and gave each book a unique, hand-crafted feel in its text that connected the reader organically to the
art of bindery and book-making.

We think these benefits are worth the occasional imperfection resulting from the age of these books at the
time of scanning, and their vintage feel provides a connection to the past that goes beyond the mere words of
the text.
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From reader reviews:

William Pare:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading
book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of
new info. When you read a publication you will get new information because book is one of several ways to
share the information or their idea. Second, looking at a book will make an individual more imaginative.
When you reading through a book especially hype book the author will bring that you imagine the story how
the personas do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other people. When you read this The
Decline of the West (Volume 2): Perspectives of World-History, it is possible to tells your family, friends as
well as soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a
publication.

Delmar Stingley:

Many people spending their period by playing outside with friends, fun activity together with family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, do you consider reading a book can definitely hard because you have to use the book
everywhere? It okay you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like The
Decline of the West (Volume 2): Perspectives of World-History which is obtaining the e-book version. So ,
why not try out this book? Let's find.

Clifford White:

With this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more precious than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you should do is
just spending your time very little but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of several books in
the top collection in your reading list is actually The Decline of the West (Volume 2): Perspectives of
World-History. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in turning
into precious person. By looking up and review this guide you can get many advantages.

Joseph Lee:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our information for everything. By a reserve we can
know everything we would like. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every
year had been exactly added. This e-book The Decline of the West (Volume 2): Perspectives of World-
History was filled with regards to science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your science
competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big
benefit of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like now, many ways to get
book that you simply wanted.
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