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In April 1956, a refitted oil tanker carried fifty-eight shipping containers from Newark to Houston. From that
modest beginning, container shipping developed into a huge industry that made the boom in global trade
possible. The Box tells the dramatic story of the container's creation, the decade of struggle before it was
widely adopted, and the sweeping economic consequences of the sharp fall in transportation costs that
containerization brought about.

Published on the fiftieth anniversary of the first container voyage, this is the first comprehensive history of
the shipping container. It recounts how the drive and imagination of an iconoclastic entrepreneur, Malcom
McLean, turned containerization from an impractical idea into a massive industry that slashed the cost of
transporting goods around the world and made the boom in global trade possible.

But the container didn't just happen. Its adoption required huge sums of money, both from private investors
and from ports that aspired to be on the leading edge of a new technology. It required years of high-stakes
bargaining with two of the titans of organized labor, Harry Bridges and Teddy Gleason, as well as delicate
negotiations on standards that made it possible for almost any container to travel on any truck or train or
ship. Ultimately, it took McLean's success in supplying U.S. forces in Vietnam to persuade the world of the
container's potential.

Drawing on previously neglected sources, economist Marc Levinson shows how the container transformed
economic geography, devastating traditional ports such as New York and London and fueling the growth of
previously obscure ones, such as Oakland. By making shipping so cheap that industry could locate factories
far from its customers, the container paved the way for Asia to become the world's workshop and brought
consumers a previously unimaginable variety of low-cost products from around the globe.
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From reader reviews:

Evelyn Nay:

In other case, little men and women like to read book The Box: How the Shipping Container Made the
World Smaller and the World Economy Bigger. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book.
Provided that we know about how is important the book The Box: How the Shipping Container Made the
World Smaller and the World Economy Bigger. You can add expertise and of course you can around the
world by way of a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can realize everything! From your
country until eventually foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you
are able to know that. In this era, we can easily open a book as well as searching by internet gadget. It is
called e-book. You can use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's read.

Tyrone Hogans:

Book will be written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Beside that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A publication The Box: How the Shipping
Container Made the World Smaller and the World Economy Bigger will make you to always be smarter.
You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think that open or
reading a book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they are often thought like that?
Have you in search of best book or appropriate book with you?

Julie Berkey:

The book The Box: How the Shipping Container Made the World Smaller and the World Economy Bigger
can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why must we leave the best thing like
a book The Box: How the Shipping Container Made the World Smaller and the World Economy Bigger?
Several of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim that will book can give many information
for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or data that you take for
that, it is possible to give for each other; you could share all of these. Book The Box: How the Shipping
Container Made the World Smaller and the World Economy Bigger has simple shape but the truth is know: it
has great and massive function for you. You can search the enormous world by start and read a book. So it is
very wonderful.

Gerald McMullen:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family, or
their very own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic
inside the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill
your personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book can be option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to try out look



for book, may be the reserve untitled The Box: How the Shipping Container Made the World Smaller and the
World Economy Bigger can be excellent book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.
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