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The term "social science" promises more than its practitioners can deliver: it promises knowledge. This
knowledge is to consist of statements of empirical regularities of such quality as will enhance predictive
power and inform public and private policy. Boundaries of Competence illuminates obstacles to this
aspiration.

Chapter 1 grounds knowledge in perception. Chapter 2 challenges the assumption that ordinary language
necessarily describes reality and reveals the mischief words can do. Chapter 3 proposes a continuum of
perceiving-conceiving involved in different ways of "knowing" worlds. Chapter 4 lays out requirements of
measurement, arguing that assigning numbers to dubious observations gives false assurance that
mathematical manipulations necessarily rep- resent events.

Chapter 5 shows how choice of unit affects the correlations we find in our search for causes. Chapter 6 holds
that, given deficiencies in knowledge and perhaps because of the way Nature works, we assess probabilities
rather than seek certainties. Chapter 7 notes difficulties in counting events that consist of "social facts,"
which "depend on us," and those that refer to "brute facts," that exist independently of us. Chapter 8
criticizes the practice of employing proxies for observations of what we're talking about. In particular, it
demonstrates the error produced by relying on what people say as measure of what they do.

Chapter 9 criticizes ways of explaining conduct by characterizing actors and their acts, and by
"understanding" them through empathy. Chapter 10 discusses the important and never-ending quarrel about
causation. Chapters 11 and 12 argue that in social affairs, decision is regularly torn between doing what is
effective (rational) and doing what is right (moral).

Nettler's writing is crisp, and his argument balanced. He employs research from several disciplines to
challenge ideologically driven descriptions of our condition and explanations of our conduct.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Jackson:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time
to take a stroll, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book called
Boundaries of Competence: How Social Studies Makes Feeble Science? Maybe it is to get best activity for
you. You realize beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do
you agree with it has the opinion or you have different opinion?

David Dugas:

The particular book Boundaries of Competence: How Social Studies Makes Feeble Science has a lot of
knowledge on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was authored by the very
famous author. Tom makes some research just before write this book. That book very easy to read you can
find the point easily after reading this article book.

Peter Pitts:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Boundaries of Competence:
How Social Studies Makes Feeble Science, you can enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still wish to
miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout people. What? Still don't obtain it, oh
come on its referred to as reading friends.

Kenneth Harrell:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book had been rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading.
Some people likes examining, not only science book but additionally novel and Boundaries of Competence:
How Social Studies Makes Feeble Science or others sources were given information for you. After you know
how the great a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or perhaps
students especially. Those publications are helping them to put their knowledge. In other case, beside science
guide, any other book likes Boundaries of Competence: How Social Studies Makes Feeble Science to make
your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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