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From the much acclaimed author of Dared and Done: The Marriage of Elizabeth Barrett and Robert
Browning, a new book that retrieves the lives of Victorian women--writers, actresses, poets, journalists,
sculptors, and social reformers--celebrated in their day but forgotten in ours.
Julia Markus focuses in particular on the American Charlotte Cushman, the most famous English-speaking
actress of her day, and on the Scottish Jane Welsh Carlyle, a brilliant London hostess who gave up private
ambition to become the wife of her friend Thomas Carlyle.

Charlotte Cushman became an international star on the New York and London stage, and her Romeo and
Hamlet were sensations. An independent woman with shrewd business sense who made her own fortune and
supported her entire family, she dressed like a man from the waist up and had a succession of female lovers,
each one of whom she planned to live with for life, each of whom she 'married.'

Jane Welsh Carlyle, literary hostess, unparalleled letter writer and chronicler of her times--who, after a
passionate youthful love affair, resolved to marry genius or not at all--became the wife of the revered and
lionized philosopher Thomas Carlyle, a difficult, demanding man with whom she had a sexless marriage.

Interweaving the worlds of Charlotte Cushman and Jane Carlyle--the worlds of expatriate Rome, literary
London, New York, and St. Louis--Markus gathers together a number of interrelated and renowned women
who were relegated in the public eye to the position of Virgin Queen (no matter how much married) or Old
Maid, but who were, in fact, privately leading vibrant, independent, sexual lives. Among them: Matilda
Hays, translator of George Sand; Harriet Hosmer, who resolved to become the world's first professional
woman sculptor; and Emma Stebbins, whom Cushman 'married' and who created the Bethesda Fountain in
New York's Central Park. Here, too, are the people who sought the friendship of Cushman and Carlyle,
including Ralph Waldo Emerson, Horace Mann, Elizabeth Peabody, President Lincoln's Secretary of State
William H. Seward, Geraldine Jewsbury, and Rosa Bonheur.
Making use of letters, diaries, newspaper accounts, and journals of the day, many of them overlooked and
unpublished, Julia Markus rediscovers lives forgotten in the shadows of convention and shows how these
remarkable women--seemingly separated by nationality, class, and sexual inclination--met, formed alliances,
and influenced one another, forging changes in themselves and in their time.
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From reader reviews:

Kimberly Gonzalez:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a walk,
shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book eligible Across an Untried Sea:
Discovering Lives Hidden in the Shadow of Convention and Time? Maybe it is for being best activity for
you. You already know beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can more intelligent
than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have various other opinion?

Cathrine Hart:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. We all know
that that book is very important for all of us. The book Across an Untried Sea: Discovering Lives Hidden in
the Shadow of Convention and Time has been making you to know about other information and of course
you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The book Across an Untried Sea: Discovering
Lives Hidden in the Shadow of Convention and Time is not only giving you much more new information but
also for being your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your
guide. Try to make relationship with all the book Across an Untried Sea: Discovering Lives Hidden in the
Shadow of Convention and Time. You never sense lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Jennifer Day:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading addiction
give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information
inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what
kind of book you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with training books but if you want truly
feel happy read one along with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Typically the Across an
Untried Sea: Discovering Lives Hidden in the Shadow of Convention and Time is kind of publication which
is giving the reader erratic experience.

Jonathan Thurman:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside using friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, think reading a book really can hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It ok you can
have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Across an Untried Sea:
Discovering Lives Hidden in the Shadow of Convention and Time which is having the e-book version. So ,
try out this book? Let's observe.
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