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From 1964 to 1972, the United States executed an extremely secret campaign of covert operations against
North Vietnam. Controlled by the Pentagon's Special Operations Group, under the cover name "Studies and
Observation Group" (SOG), it was the United States' largest and most complex covert operation since World
War II. Because it was so highly classified and politically sensitive, once the war was over the story of SOG
was buried deep in the vaults of the Pentagon--until Dr. Richard H. Shultz, Jr., one of the world's leading
experts on SOG's activities in Southeast Asia, began his impressive investigative research and wide-ranging
special interviews.

The Secret War Against Hanoi is based on thousands of pages of recently declassified top-secret SOG
documents, as well as interviews with sixty officers who ran SOG's covert programs and the senior officials
who directed this secret war, including Robert McNamara, Walt Rostow, Richard Helms, William Colby,
William Westmoreland, and Victor Krulak. It is the first-ever definitive and comprehensive account of the
covert paramilitary and espionage campaign, with many eye-opening disclosures.

Dr. Shultz reveals how in 1963, President Kennedy, dissatisfied with the CIA's ineffective guerrilla
operations against North Vietnam, turned over operational control of the covert war to the Pentagon and
demanded results. Despite Kennedy's strong directive, those results were slow in coming. United States
policymakers and the senior military leadership had little interest in or understanding of special operations
and resisted any expansion of the secret war. When SOG finally did get started in January 1964, under newly
inaugurated President Johnson, it was constantly hobbled by the micro-management of the National Security
Council, State Department, and Pentagon leadership.

Despite these restraints, SOG conducted its intense secret war for eight years, through the Johnson and
Nixon administrations, and managed to execute a range of operations, including the dispatch of numerous
spies to North Vietnam and creation of a sophisticated triple-cross deception program: psychological warfare
through a fabricated guerrilla movement, manipulation of North Vietnamese POWs and kidnapped citizens,
and dirty tricks; commando raids against Hanoi's coast and navy; and operations on the Ho Chi Minh Trail to
kill enemy soldiers and destroy supplies. Ultimately, the Pentagon's spies, saboteurs, and secret warriors
would produce both spectacular and disastrous results.

There are lessons to be learned from Washington's conduct of the secret war against Hanoi that will be
valuable and valid for years to come for presidents who engage in covert special operations to meet twenty-
first-century threats to vital U.S. interests.
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From reader reviews:

Sharon Broome:

In other case, little men and women like to read book The Secret War Against Hanoi: Kennedy's and
Johnson's Use of Spies, Saboteurs, and Covert Warriors In North Vietnam. You can choose the best book if
you'd prefer reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important a new book The Secret War
Against Hanoi: Kennedy's and Johnson's Use of Spies, Saboteurs, and Covert Warriors In North Vietnam.
You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, because
from book you can understand everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will find yourself
known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we are able to open a book
or even searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel weary to go to the
library. Let's read.

William Kirby:

The actual book The Secret War Against Hanoi: Kennedy's and Johnson's Use of Spies, Saboteurs, and
Covert Warriors In North Vietnam has a lot info on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of
benefit. The book was written by the very famous author. The writer makes some research just before write
this book. This specific book very easy to read you will get the point easily after reading this article book.

Katherine Holt:

Exactly why? Because this The Secret War Against Hanoi: Kennedy's and Johnson's Use of Spies,
Saboteurs, and Covert Warriors In North Vietnam is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting
for you to snap the idea but latter it will surprise you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book
beside it was fantastic author who else write the book in such awesome way makes the content within easier
to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of rewards
than the other book have got such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking way. So , still
want to delay having that book? If I were you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Thomas Schwan:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book especially book entitled The
Secret War Against Hanoi: Kennedy's and Johnson's Use of Spies, Saboteurs, and Covert Warriors In North
Vietnam the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe mysterious
for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a book then become
one contact form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get prior to. The The Secret War
Against Hanoi: Kennedy's and Johnson's Use of Spies, Saboteurs, and Covert Warriors In North Vietnam
giving you yet another experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful information
for your better life on this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern the following is your body



and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a sport. Do you
want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?
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