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The dazzlingly illustrated story of how the world's most beautiful element has influenced the art,
economy, and society of every civilization.

When Hesiod, the Greek poet of the eighth century B.C., recounted the history of the world as he understood
it, he described the legendary first generation of mortal men, who lived in peace and ease, as the “people of
gold.” Nearly three millennia later, we still refer to a particularly happy or prosperous era as a “golden age.”
The reason Hesiod’s metaphor translates so perfectly into our own idiom is that the mystique of gold, the
quintessential precious metal, is truly universal. The very scarcity of gold accounts for part of its allure and
much of its monetary value: the total volume of gold ever mined, from prehistory to the present day, would
probably fit inside a cube with sides just twenty yards (18 m) long. Yet gold’s incredible material properties
also contribute to its appeal. Gold does not corrode, so it never loses its brilliant luster, and it can be chased,
embossed, punched, drawn into wires, hammered foil-thin, and shaped in countless other ways.

This engaging book reveals that the ways in which gold, in turn, has shaped humanity are no less numerous.
Since prehistory, for example, artisans have fashioned gold into ritual objects and high-status ornaments;
beginning in the sixth century B.C., gold served as currency; and even in the modern era it has encouraged
wars of conquest and triggered frantic gold rushes. Each chapter is devoted to one historical epoch,
explaining how people of that time mined and refined gold, and how they used it for cultural and economic
purposes. Two hundred gorgeous color photographs illustrate golden objets d’art as diverse as the funerary
masks of Tutankhamen; intricate Celtic jewelry; a figurine of “El Dorado,” a pre-Columbian chief said to
ritualistically cover his entire body in gold dust; bejeweled medieval reliquaries and crucifixes; and even
Gustav Klimt’s gold-drenched canvas The Kiss. With its authoritative yet lively text and these arresting
illustrations, The Lure of Gold sets, as it were, the gold standard for books on material culture.
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From reader reviews:

Wanda Legros:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. To
be sure that book is very important for us. The book The Lure of Gold: An Artistic And Cultural History
ended up being making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more information.
It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The e-book The Lure of Gold: An Artistic And Cultural History is
not only giving you more new information but also for being your friend when you sense bored. You can
spend your personal spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship while using book The Lure of
Gold: An Artistic And Cultural History. You never really feel lose out for everything in the event you read
some books.

David Browning:

This The Lure of Gold: An Artistic And Cultural History book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have
after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is actually information
inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper a person read a lot of
information you will get. This particular The Lure of Gold: An Artistic And Cultural History without we
know teach the one who examining it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't be worry The Lure
of Gold: An Artistic And Cultural History can bring any time you are and not make your tote space or
bookshelves' become full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even telephone. This The Lure of
Gold: An Artistic And Cultural History having fine arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not
feel uninterested in reading.

Sandra Williams:

As people who live in the modest era should be up-date about what going on or details even knowledge to
make these individuals keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe will update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to
you actually is you don't know which one you should start with. This The Lure of Gold: An Artistic And
Cultural History is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves
what you want and want in this era.

Maria Ives:

This The Lure of Gold: An Artistic And Cultural History is great book for you because the content which is
full of information for you who have always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute.
This book reveal it data accurately using great manage word or we can state no rambling sentences inside it.
So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight
forward sentences but tough core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having The Lure of Gold:
An Artistic And Cultural History in your hand like getting the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous



one. We can say that no guide that offer you world with ten or fifteen small right but this publication already
do that. So , it is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that will?
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