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The son of a village nail maker, Joseph Bouchayer forged a new identity in Grenoble and left as his legacy a
thriving metalworking firm--Bouchayer et Viallet. His sons made this enterprise the dominant French
producer of pipelines for the hydroelectric industry before 1914. As the Bouchayers became grands
bourgeois, however, leisure, largesse, and individual prowess gradually displaced work, frugality, and family
ties as core values. Without imaginative entrepreneurship after 1930, the firm lost momentum and finally
terminated its century-old manufacturing operations in 1970.

In The Bouchayers of Grenoble and French Industrial Enterprise, 1850-1970, historian Robert J. Smith
explores a classic trajectory reminiscent of Thomas Mann's Buddenbrooks. Drawing on family papers and
business records spanning four generations, this narrative of the ascent of the Bouchayers and the eventual
decline of their firm illuminates the complex relationship between family and class in the formation of
modern industrial economies. Because France remained an essentially rural society until the twentieth
century, its industrial development depended heavily on peasants and artisans who entered the middle class
by founding family firms. An elusive thread in French history, the rise and fall of such firms reveals what
was at stake for individuals, families, and enterprise in the transition to modernity.
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From reader reviews:

Charlotte Hawley:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to find out everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or even goal; it means that book
has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they take because their hobby is reading a book. Why not the person who don't like examining a
book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book after they found difficult problem or even exercise. Well,
probably you will require this The Bouchayers of Grenoble and French Industrial Enterprise, 1850--1970.

James Jean:

The knowledge that you get from The Bouchayers of Grenoble and French Industrial Enterprise, 1850--1970
will be the more deep you excavating the information that hide inside the words the more you get serious
about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but The Bouchayers of Grenoble and
French Industrial Enterprise, 1850--1970 giving you excitement feeling of reading. The author conveys their
point in specific way that can be understood by means of anyone who read it because the author of this book
is well-known enough. This book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to
understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly
recommend you for having that The Bouchayers of Grenoble and French Industrial Enterprise, 1850--1970
instantly.

Annie Adcock:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the title The Bouchayers of
Grenoble and French Industrial Enterprise, 1850--1970 suitable to you? The particular book was written by
well known writer in this era. The book untitled The Bouchayers of Grenoble and French Industrial
Enterprise, 1850--1970is the one of several books that everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired
lots of people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new way of measuring that you
ever know just before. The author explained their thought in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to
comprehend the core of this e-book. This book will give you a wide range of information about this world
now. So you can see the represented of the world on this book.

Darlene Kidd:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
think reading a book can really hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It fine you can have the
e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like The Bouchayers of Grenoble and French
Industrial Enterprise, 1850--1970 which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's
see.
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