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In the wake of the 1979 Iranian revolution, relations between states in the Middle East were reconfigured and
reassessed overnight. Amongst the most-affected was the relationship between Iran and Saudi Arabia. The
existence of a new regime in Tehran led to increasingly vitriolic confrontations between these two states,
often manifesting themselves in the conflicts across the region, such as those in Lebanon and Iraq, and more
recently in Bahrain and Syria. With rhetoric emanating from each side about the other’s illegitimacy, most
often couched in terms of religious orthodoxy or heresy, the conflict between Saudi Arabia and Iran has
ramifications not only in the Gulf or the wider Middle East, but also on the international stage. In order to
shed light upon this rivalry, Simon Mabon examines the different identity groups within Saudi Arabia and
Iran (made up of various religions, ethnicities and tribal groupings), proposing that internal insecurity has an
enormous impact on the wider ideological and geopolitical competition between the two. Focusing on the
‘soft power’ aspects of foreign policy formation (as opposed to ‘hard power’), Mabon draws a nuanced
picture of the diplomatic and international relations between Saudi Arabia and Iran, and the ways in which
each state has sought to attain a leading position in both the Middle East and Muslim world. Mabon therefore
looks at the ways in which each state has a tendency to provide support for identity groups that threaten the
security of the other regime, such as Iran’s support for the Shi’a of Saudi Arabia, or Saudi Arabia’s attempt
to strengthen ties with the ethnic Arabs in Iran. With analysis of this heated and often uneasy relationship
and its impact on the wider Middle East, this book is vital for those researching international relations and
diplomacy in the region.
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From reader reviews:

Agustin Thornsberry:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the free time or they will get lots of
stress from both daily life and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely sure.
People is human not really a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are there when the spare
time coming to you actually of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading ebooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, typically the book you have read is
actually Saudi Arabia and Iran: Power and Rivalry in the Middle East.

Brad Marcum:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information simpler
to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon.
You will see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to your account is Saudi Arabia and Iran: Power and Rivalry in the Middle East this guide
consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This book was represented how can the
world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The particular
writer made some research when he makes this book. That's why this book ideal all of you.

Steven Cordell:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or to make
summary for some publication, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart and soul or
real their pastime. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally
there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring as well as can't
see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know
that on this period, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this Saudi Arabia and Iran: Power and Rivalry in the Middle East can make you truly feel more
interested to read.

Suk Barry:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got students? We believe that that question
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And also you
know that little person similar to reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to know that reading
is very important and also book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except
your personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update about something by book. A substantial
number of sorts of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is this Saudi Arabia and
Iran: Power and Rivalry in the Middle East.
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