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Judaism is often described as a religion that tolerates, even celebrates arguments with God. Unlike
Christianity and Islam, it is said, Judaism endorses a tradition of protest as first expressed in the biblical
stories of Abraham, Job, and Jeremiah. In Pious Irreverence, Dov Weiss has written the first scholarly study
of the premodern roots of this distinctively Jewish theology of protest, examining its origins and
development in the rabbinic age.

Weiss argues that this particular Jewish relationship to the divine is rooted in the most canonical of rabbinic
texts even as he demonstrates that in ancient Judaism the idea of debating God was itself a matter of debate.
By elucidating competing views and exploring their theological assumptions, the book challenges the
scholarly claim that the early rabbis conceived of God as a morally perfect being whose goodness had to be
defended in the face of biblical accounts of unethical divine action. Pious Irreverence examines the ways in
which the rabbis searched the words of the Torah for hidden meanings that could grant them the moral
authority to express doubt about, and frustration with, the biblical God. Using characters from the Bible as
their mouthpieces, they often challenged God's behavior, even in a few remarkable instances, envisioning
God conceding error, declaring to the protestor, "You have taught Me something; I will nullify My decree
and accept your word."
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From reader reviews:

Glenna Monaghan:

Here thing why this Pious Irreverence: Confronting God in Rabbinic Judaism (Divinations: Rereading Late
Ancient Religion) are different and reputable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good however it
depends in the content from it which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. Pious Irreverence:
Confronting God in Rabbinic Judaism (Divinations: Rereading Late Ancient Religion) giving you
information deeper and different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no guide that
similar with Pious Irreverence: Confronting God in Rabbinic Judaism (Divinations: Rereading Late Ancient
Religion). It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing in which
happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like
in recreation area, café, or even in your means home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing
the printed book maybe the form of Pious Irreverence: Confronting God in Rabbinic Judaism (Divinations:
Rereading Late Ancient Religion) in e-book can be your choice.

Marina Espinal:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading behavior give you
lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book
that will improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of e-book
you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education books but if you want really feel happy
read one with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Typically the Pious Irreverence: Confronting
God in Rabbinic Judaism (Divinations: Rereading Late Ancient Religion) is kind of publication which is
giving the reader unstable experience.

Alexandra Robbins:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Pious Irreverence: Confronting God in
Rabbinic Judaism (Divinations: Rereading Late Ancient Religion) guide written by well-known writer who
knows well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written with good
manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger
then you still doubt Pious Irreverence: Confronting God in Rabbinic Judaism (Divinations: Rereading Late
Ancient Religion) as good book not merely by the cover but also by content. This is one publication that can
break don't assess book by its include, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on
your looking at sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Molly Salazar:

Reading a book to become new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to examine a book. When you
examine a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what



kinds of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your examine, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and
soon. The Pious Irreverence: Confronting God in Rabbinic Judaism (Divinations: Rereading Late Ancient
Religion) will give you a new experience in examining a book.
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