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This book evaluates the global status and prospects of democracy, with an emphasis on the quality of
democratic institutions and the effectiveness of governance as key conditions for stable democracy. Bringing
together a wide range of the author’s work over the past three decades, it advances a framework for assessing
the quality of democracy and it analyzes alternative measures of democracy. Drawing on the most recent
data from Freedom House, it assesses the global state of democracy and freedom, as of the beginning of
2015, and it explains why the world has been experiencing a mild but now deepening recession of
democracy and freedom since 2005.

A major theme of the book across the three decades of the author’s work is the relationship between
democratic quality and stability. Democracies break down, Diamond argues, not so much because of
economic factors but because of corrupt, inept governance that violates individual rights and the rule of law.
The best way to secure democracy is to ensure that democracy is accountable, transparent, genuinely
competitive, respectful of individual rights, inclusive of diverse forms and sources of participation, and
responsive to the needs and aspirations of ordinary citizens. Viable democracy requires not only a state that
can mobilize power to achieve collective goals, but also one that can restrain and punish the abuse of
power?a particularly steep challenge for poor countries and those with natural resource wealth.

The book examines these themes both in broad comparative perspective and with a deeper analysis of
historical trends and future prospects in Africa and Asia,. Concluding with lessons for sustaining and
reforming policies to promote democracy internationally, this book is essential reading for students and
scholars interested in democracy, as well as politics and international relations more generally.
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From reader reviews:

Marcia Eberhart:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or read a book titled In Search of
Democracy? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time along with
your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have additional
opinion?

Allan Carle:

This In Search of Democracy usually are reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The
explanation of this In Search of Democracy can be one of several great books you must have is giving you
more than just simple reading food but feed anyone with information that perhaps will shock your earlier
knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions
both in e-book and printed people. Beside that this In Search of Democracy forcing you to have an enormous
of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we realize it useful in
your day pastime. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Ralph Humphries:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information that may give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can
certainly share their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their own
reader with their story or perhaps their experience. Not only situation that share in the textbooks. But also
they write about the information about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or
how to teach your children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet always
try to improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some research before they write with their book.
One of them is this In Search of Democracy.

Ann Conley:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got pupils? We believe that that question was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you also know
that little person similar to reading or as studying become their hobby. You have to know that reading is very
important along with book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except your
personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update concerning something by book. Many kinds of
books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is this In Search of Democracy.
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