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Gnosticism, a form of religious knowledge that dates from the early centuries of the Christian movement, has
often been characterized as a bizarre and even perverse distortion of Christian theology. Its special emphasis
was on knowledge of God and of the nature and destiny of human kind. Such knowledge was believed to
have redeeming power, liberating the soul from the sway of cosmic forces.The earliest information on
Gnosticism comes from the works of Christian opponents (Irenaeus et al.) and from certain ancient Coptic
texts. A new era in the study of Gnosticism was inaugurated by the discovery in 1945 of the Nag Hammadi
library.In this introductory handbook, Riemer Roukema explores the meaning of the "gnosis" phenomenon
on the basis of these sources and sets forth the relationship between Gnosticism and the church. Part One
provides a general orientation to Gnosticism; Part Two looks at the religious and philosophical backgrounds
of Gnosticism; Part Three uses ancient texts to provide a more detailed discussion of gnosis, Gnosticism, and
Gnostics; Part Four examines the relationship between "Catholic" Christianity and Gnosticism.Riemer
Roukema is Lecturer in New Testament at the Theological University of Kampen, The Netherlands.
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From reader reviews:

Cortney Roller:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to know everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
guide has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are
really reading whatever they consider because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Consider the person
who don't like examining a book? Sometime, individual feel need book when they found difficult problem or
even exercise. Well, probably you will require this Gnosis and Faith in Early Christianity: An Introduction to
Gnosticism.

David Waymire:

Here thing why this particular Gnosis and Faith in Early Christianity: An Introduction to Gnosticism are
different and dependable to be yours. First of all examining a book is good however it depends in the content
of it which is the content is as delightful as food or not. Gnosis and Faith in Early Christianity: An
Introduction to Gnosticism giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any reserve out
there but there is no guide that similar with Gnosis and Faith in Early Christianity: An Introduction to
Gnosticism. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing that will
happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in
playground, café, or even in your approach home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the
published book maybe the form of Gnosis and Faith in Early Christianity: An Introduction to Gnosticism in
e-book can be your option.

Maria Green:

The guide untitled Gnosis and Faith in Early Christianity: An Introduction to Gnosticism is the reserve that
recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to you
actually. The language that author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article writer was
did a lot of research when write the book, to ensure the information that they share to you is absolutely
accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of Gnosis and Faith in Early Christianity: An Introduction
to Gnosticism from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Jerry Montgomery:

Gnosis and Faith in Early Christianity: An Introduction to Gnosticism can be one of your beginning books
that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that can
increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information.
The article author giving his/her effort to place every word into delight arrangement in writing Gnosis and
Faith in Early Christianity: An Introduction to Gnosticism nevertheless doesn't forget the main level, giving
the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource information that maybe you can be among it. This



great information can drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial contemplating.
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