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"This is the summa of a lifetime's work on Dante by one of the leading Dantisti in the English-speaking
world. Written in perfectly lucid, often vigorous prose, it is a nearly perfect assessment of the status
quaestionis in Dante studies." —Piero Boitani, University of Rome, "La Sapienza"
 
"Dante and Shakespeare divide the modern world between them; there is no third." Understanding Dante
attempts to explain and justify T. S. Eliot's bold claim. John Scott offers readers at all levels a critical
overview of Dante's writings: five chapters deal with his New Life of love and poetry (Vita Nova), the
Banquet of knowledge (Convivio), his Latin treatise on language and poetics (De Vulgari Eloquentia), Italian
lyrics (Rime), and his blueprint for world government (Monarchia). The next five chapters concentrate on
Dante's masterpiece, the Comedy: its structure, Dante's worldview (still relevant today), and the Comedy
examined as a poem. Much has been written on Dante's moral, political, and religious ideas; important as
these are, however, such discussions are perforce limited. It is above all as a work of poetry that the Divine
Comedy maintains its appeal and fascination to readers of all backgrounds and beliefs.
 
Firmly grounded in the latest advances of Dante scholarship, Understanding Dante offers an original and
uniquely detailed, global analysis of Dante as poet of the Comedy that will be welcomed by those who read
the poem in translation as well as by those who study the original Italian text. At the same time, Scott&#150s
book will be welcome for its rich and insightful analysis of the whole corpus of Dante's writings, as well as
Scott’s mastery of the vast sea of critical literature in various languages. Scott bridges the gap that often
exists between Dante studies in English-speaking countries and the great tradition of Dante scholarship in the
poet's homeland. No work in English about the great Italian poet can rival Understanding Dante's scope in
both depth and breadth of close reading and critical vision.
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Burritt:

What do you about book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you need something to
explain what the one you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man or woman? If you
don't have spare time to do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have extra time? What
did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They have to answer that question because just their can do
that. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is proper. Because start from on jardín
de infancia until university need this kind of Understanding Dante (ND Devers Series Dante & Med. Ital.
Lit.) to read.

Patricia Clay:

Is it you actually who having spare time and then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs
or just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Understanding Dante (ND Devers Series Dante
& Med. Ital. Lit.) can be the solution, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are consequently out of
date, spending your extra time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
ebooks have than the others?

Nancy Sobel:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a reserve we can
know everything we wish. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This reserve Understanding Dante (ND Devers Series Dante & Med. Ital. Lit.)
was filled in relation to science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific
disciplines competence. Some people has different feel when they reading a book. If you know how big
advantage of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like today, many ways to get
book that you just wanted.

Eli Benton:

Some people said that they feel weary when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt this when they get
a half areas of the book. You can choose the book Understanding Dante (ND Devers Series Dante & Med.
Ital. Lit.) to make your current reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading skill is developing when
you like reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the idea about book and
reading especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to open a book and study it. Beside that the
reserve Understanding Dante (ND Devers Series Dante & Med. Ital. Lit.) can to be your brand new friend
when you're truly feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of the time.
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