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This volume 17 of al-Tabari's great 40-volume history of the Arabs treats the first Civil War, 656-661. Many
of the events treated in this volume have become part of the historical consciousness of Muslims. The first
civil war of Islam, the Fitnah, is widely seen as of decisive importance in dividing the Muslims into three
major traditions, Sunnis, Shi'is, and Kharijis, which have persisted until today. Although this division may be
an over-simplification of a much more complex process of community formation, the events narrated here
are certainly of great importance in the early history of Islam. The volume is focused on the struggle between
the caliph 'Ali and his rival and eventual successor as caliph, Mu'awiyah, the first caliph of the Umayyad
dynasty. About half of the material is concerned with the confrontation between the two at the battle of Siffin
in 657, the fighting, the ending of the battle when the Syrian supporters of Mu'awiyah are described as
having attached Qu'ranic texts to their lances, and the subsequent negotiations between the two rivals which
resulted in the dispute's being put to arbitration. Much detail is also provided about 'Ali's struggle against the
Kharijis, his former supporters who had turned against him as a result of his agreement with Mu'awiyah to
accept arbitration; the revolt against 'Ali in regions of Iraq and Persia around the northern edges of the
Persian Gulf, which involved Christians, as well as Muslims, Arabs, and such non-Arab groups as Kurds; the
events in Egypt that led to the burning of 'Ali's representative there in the skin of a donkey; and the murder
of 'Ali by Ibn Muljam, the account of which sometimes reads as if it were a popular story. Al-Tabari's text
makes available a wealth of detail in narratives collected from the now lost compilations of scholars of
earlier generations. The bulk of the material is cited from the famous Abu Mikhnaf, who died in A.D. 774,
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From reader reviews:

Wendy Brame:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their particular reader with their
story or their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the ebooks. But also they write about advantage
about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids,
there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their expertise in
writing, they also doing some exploration before they write on their book. One of them is this The History of
al-Tabari Vol. 17: The First Civil War: From the Battle of Siffin to the Death of 'Ali A.D. 656-661/A.H. 36-
40 (SUNY series in Near Eastern Studies).

Roberto Senn:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love The History of al-Tabari Vol. 17: The First
Civil War: From the Battle of Siffin to the Death of 'Ali A.D. 656-661/A.H. 36-40 (SUNY series in Near
Eastern Studies), you can enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of
hang type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its referred to as
reading friends.

Mary Oliveras:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Aim to pick
one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its protect may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the
outside search likes. Maybe you answer can be The History of al-Tabari Vol. 17: The First Civil War: From
the Battle of Siffin to the Death of 'Ali A.D. 656-661/A.H. 36-40 (SUNY series in Near Eastern Studies) why
because the amazing cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint you
actually. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense
will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Mary Varnum:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity having family
or just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by studying a
book. Ugh, think reading a book can actually hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It all
right you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like The History of al-



Tabari Vol. 17: The First Civil War: From the Battle of Siffin to the Death of 'Ali A.D. 656-661/A.H. 36-40
(SUNY series in Near Eastern Studies) which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book?
Let's view.
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