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In The Ambitions of Curiosity, G.E.R. Lloyd explores the origins and growth of systematic inquiry in
Greece, China, and Mesopotamia. It asks such questions as what factors stimulated or inhibited this
development? Whose interests were served? Who set the agenda? What was the role of the state in
sponsoring, supporting or blocking research, in such areas as historiography, natural philosophy, medical
research, astronomy, technology in all those fields. How were each of those fields defined and developed in
different ancient societies? How did truly innovative thinkers persuade their own contemporaries to accept
their work? Three of the main themes elaborated are, first, the different routes those developments took in
China, Greece and Mesopotamia; second, the unexpected results of many research efforts; and third, the
tensions between state control and individual innovation and the different ways they were resolved--
problems that remain in scientific research today. G.E.R. Lloyd is Chair of the East Asian History of Science
Trust and Emeritus Professor of Ancient Philosophy and Science at the University of Cambridge. He has
authored and edited numerous books including Greek Thought (Harvard, 2000) and Hippocratic Writings
(Viking, 1984). He is a Fellow of the British Academy and an Honorary Foreign Member of the American
Academy of Art and Sciences.
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From reader reviews:

Harold Froelich:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or goal; it means that guide has different
type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are reading whatever they
take because their hobby is usually reading a book. Why not the person who don't like reading a book?
Sometime, man feel need book when they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise. Well, probably you
will want this The Ambitions of Curiosity: Understanding the World in Ancient Greece and China (Ideas in
Context).

John Bullen:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to
take a walk, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or read a book eligible The Ambitions of
Curiosity: Understanding the World in Ancient Greece and China (Ideas in Context)? Maybe it is to be best
activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can
cleverer than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have additional opinion?

Henry Stehle:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the headline The Ambitions of
Curiosity: Understanding the World in Ancient Greece and China (Ideas in Context) suitable to you? The
particular book was written by famous writer in this era. The book untitled The Ambitions of Curiosity:
Understanding the World in Ancient Greece and China (Ideas in Context)is the main one of several books
this everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this e-
book you will enter the new shape that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their idea in the simple
way, thus all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this book. This book will give you a great deal of
information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Christopher Bohner:

Beside this particular The Ambitions of Curiosity: Understanding the World in Ancient Greece and China
(Ideas in Context) in your phone, it might give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or details. The
information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh from your oven so don't become worry if you feel
like an outdated people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have The Ambitions of Curiosity:
Understanding the World in Ancient Greece and China (Ideas in Context) because this book offers for your
requirements readable information. Do you often have book but you would not get what it's interesting
features of. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable agreement
here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss it? Find



this book in addition to read it from at this point!
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