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In a perfect marriage of author and subject, P. D. James—one of the most widely admired writers of
detective fiction at work today—gives us a personal, lively, illuminating exploration of the human appetite
for mystery and mayhem, and of those writers who have satisfied it.

P. D. James examines the genre from top to bottom, beginning with the mysteries at the hearts of such novels
as Charles Dickens’s Bleak House and Wilkie Collins’s The Woman in White, and bringing us into the
present with such writers as Colin Dexter and Henning Mankell. Along the way she writes about Arthur
Conan Doyle, Dorothy L. Sayers, Agatha Christie (“arch-breaker of rules”), Josephine Tey, Dashiell
Hammett, and Peter Lovesey, among many others. She traces their lives into and out of their fiction, clarifies
their individual styles, and gives us indelible portraits of the characters they’ve created, from Sherlock
Holmes to Sara Paretsky’s sexually liberated female investigator, V. I. Warshawski. She compares British
and American Golden Age mystery writing. She discusses detective fiction as social history, the stylistic
components of the genre, her own process of writing, how critics have reacted over the years, and what she
sees as a renewal of detective fiction—and of the detective hero—in recent years.

There is perhaps no one who could write about this enduring genre of storytelling with equal authority and
flair: it is essential reading for every lover of detective fiction.
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From reader reviews:

Antoinette Hogg:

The book Talking About Detective Fiction gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You can
utilize to make your capable far more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting strain
or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make examining a book Talking About
Detective Fiction being your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase
your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like open up and read a
e-book Talking About Detective Fiction. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or
encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this book?

Henry Carlino:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you need something
to explain what you problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy person? If you don't have spare
time to complete others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have free time? What did you do?
Every individual has many questions above. They must answer that question mainly because just their can do
which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is right. Because start from on
guardería until university need this kind of Talking About Detective Fiction to read.

Sandra Passmore:

Here thing why this specific Talking About Detective Fiction are different and reputable to be yours. First of
all looking at a book is good however it depends in the content of it which is the content is as delightful as
food or not. Talking About Detective Fiction giving you information deeper since different ways, you can
find any book out there but there is no guide that similar with Talking About Detective Fiction. It gives you
thrill examining journey, its open up your eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is perhaps
can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your approach
home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Talking
About Detective Fiction in e-book can be your choice.

Clare Andrews:

Some people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a book. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half portions of the book. You can choose the book Talking About Detective Fiction to make your
personal reading is interesting. Your skill of reading expertise is developing when you including reading. Try
to choose easy book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the idea about book and reading especially. It
is to be initial opinion for you to like to start a book and go through it. Beside that the publication Talking
About Detective Fiction can to be your new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse in doing what
must you're doing of this time.
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