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A masterful portrait of an essential and unexamined American writer.

When war broke out in Europe in 1914, a twenty-six-year-old Harvard writing instructor named Henry
Sheahan volunteered with the American Field Service in France. After serving as an ambulance driver on the
western front (and witnessing the horrific battle of Verdun), Sheahan, now going by the pen name Henry
Beston, began to write children's stories (his fairy tales were immensely popular with the children of his
Harvard classmate and close friend Theodore Roosevelt). In September of 1926, Beston spent a two-week
vacation in a Cape Cod shack he'd built high on an isolated stretch of dunes overlooking the Atlantic Ocean.
As he later wrote, "the fortnight ending, I lingered on, and as the year lengthened into autumn, the beauty
and mystery of this earth and outer sea so possessed and held me that I could not go." The resulting book,
The Outermost House, is universally considered a classic of American nature writing, frequently compared
to the works of Henry David Thoreau and John Burroughs. In his later books, Beston explored the ways that
the modern industrial era was endangering the vital connection between humankind and the natural world,
and he is now recognized as a key transitional figure in the twentieth century's fascination with ecology and
nature and as an avatar of the conservation movement.

In Orion on the Dunes, the first biography of Beston, scholar Daniel Payne-granted unrestricted access to the
writer's archives and drawing on interviews with friends and family-has crafted a scrupulously researched
narrative; one presenting a masterful portrait that traces the intellectual growth and tumultuous life of a vital
American writer whose work and thought have exerted a tremendous pull on poets, naturalists, and novelists
alike. This is the backstory to a life at once hidden and transparent that is here finally revealed.
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From reader reviews:

David Simpson:

The book Orion of the Dunes: A Biography of Henry Beston make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You
can use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting
stress or having big problem with the subject. If you can make studying a book Orion of the Dunes: A
Biography of Henry Beston to be your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your own capable,
increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You can know everything if you like wide open
and read a book Orion of the Dunes: A Biography of Henry Beston. Kinds of book are several. It means that,
science reserve or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this book?

April Miller:

Do you one among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys
this aren't like that. This Orion of the Dunes: A Biography of Henry Beston book is readable by you who
hate those straight word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience
without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer involving Orion of the
Dunes: A Biography of Henry Beston content conveys thinking easily to understand by many individuals.
The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different by means of it. So , do you
even now thinking Orion of the Dunes: A Biography of Henry Beston is not loveable to be your top list
reading book?

Marshall Jackson:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Orion of the Dunes: A Biography of
Henry Beston, it is possible to enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still desire to miss it? What
kind of hang type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its known
as reading friends.

Lauren Miner:

Is it you actually who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Orion of the Dunes: A Biography of Henry Beston
can be the respond to, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending
your extra time by reading in this completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what these guides
have than the others?
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