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In this engagingly written biography, Tamara Plakins Thornton delves into the life and work of Nathaniel
Bowditch (1773-1838), a man Thomas Jefferson once called a "meteor in the hemisphere." Bowditch was a
mathematician, astronomer, navigator, seafarer, and business executive whose Enlightenment-inspired
perspectives shaped nineteenth-century capitalism while transforming American life more broadly.
Enthralled with the precision and certainty of numbers and the unerring regularity of the physical universe,
Bowditch operated and represented some of New England's most powerful institutions—from financial
corporations to Harvard College—as clockwork mechanisms. By examining Bowditch's pathbreaking
approaches to institutions, as well as the political and social controversies they provoked, Thornton's
biography sheds new light on the rise of capitalism, American science, and social elites in the early republic.

Fleshing out the multiple careers of Nathaniel Bowditch, this book is at once a lively biography, a window
into the birth of bureaucracy, and a portrait of patrician life, giving us a broader, more-nuanced
understanding of how powerful capitalists operated during this era and how the emerging quantitative
sciences shaped the modern experience.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Parker:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the reserve entitled Nathaniel Bowditch and the Power of Numbers: How a Nineteenth-
Century Man of Business, Science, and the Sea Changed American Life. Try to make book Nathaniel
Bowditch and the Power of Numbers: How a Nineteenth-Century Man of Business, Science, and the Sea
Changed American Life as your close friend. It means that it can to become your friend when you experience
alone and beside that course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book
makes you much more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , let me make
new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Bruce Parisien:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their reader with their story
or perhaps their experience. Not only the story that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
information about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve
their proficiency in writing, they also doing some study before they write on their book. One of them is this
Nathaniel Bowditch and the Power of Numbers: How a Nineteenth-Century Man of Business, Science, and
the Sea Changed American Life.

Seth Sutherland:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book especially book
entitled Nathaniel Bowditch and the Power of Numbers: How a Nineteenth-Century Man of Business,
Science, and the Sea Changed American Life your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering
in every aspect that maybe not known for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging just about every
word written in a publication then become one form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get
ahead of. The Nathaniel Bowditch and the Power of Numbers: How a Nineteenth-Century Man of Business,
Science, and the Sea Changed American Life giving you one more experience more than blown away your
thoughts but also giving you useful details for your better life within this era. So now let us present to you
the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished reading through
it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

William Sanchez:

Is it an individual who having spare time and then spend it whole day through watching television programs



or just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Nathaniel Bowditch and the Power of Numbers:
How a Nineteenth-Century Man of Business, Science, and the Sea Changed American Life can be the
solution, oh how comes? A book you know. You are so out of date, spending your free time by reading in
this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these books have than the others?
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