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Education, employment, and home ownership have long been considered stepping stones to the middle class.
But in Abandoned Families, social policy expert Kristin Seefeldt shows how many working families have
access only to a separate but unequal set of poor-quality jobs, low-performing schools, and declining housing
markets which offer few chances for upward mobility. Through in-depth interviews over a six-year period
with women in Detroit, Seefeldt charts the increasing social isolation of many low-income workers,
particularly African Americans, and analyzes how economic and residential segregation keep them from
achieving the American Dream of upward mobility.
 
Seefeldt explores the economic and political obstacles that have altered the pathways for opportunity. She
finds that while many low-income individuals work, enroll in higher education, and attempt to use social
safety net benefits in times of crisis, they primarily have access to subpar institutions, which often hamper
their efforts to get ahead. Many of these workers hold unstable, low-paying service sector jobs that provide
few paths for advancement and exacerbate their social isolation. Those who pursue higher education to gain
qualifications for better paying jobs often enroll in for-profit schools and online programs that push them
into debt but rarely lead to secure employment or even a degree. And while home ownership was once the
best way to establish wealth, Seefeldt finds that in declining cities like Detroit, it can saddle low-income
owners with underwater mortgages in depopulated neighborhoods. Finally, she shows that the 1996 federal
welfare reform and other retrenchments in the social safety net have made it more difficult for struggling
families to access public benefits that could alleviate their economic hardships. When benefits are difficult to
access, families often take on debt as a way of managing. Taken together, these factors contribute to what
Seefeldt calls the “social abandonment” of vulnerable families.
 
Abandoned Families is a timely, on-the-ground assessment of hardship in contemporary America. Seefeldt
exposes the shortcomings of the institutions that once fostered upward mobility and shows how sweeping
policy measures—including new labor protections, expansion of the social safety net, increased regulation of
for-profit colleges, and reparations—could help lift up those who have fallen behind.
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From reader reviews:

Darlene Trevino:

This book untitled Abandoned Families: Social Isolation in the Twenty-First Century to be one of several
books that will best seller in this year, that's because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit on
it. You will easily to buy that book in the book retail outlet or you can order it through online. The publisher
on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, since you can read this book in
your Cell phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this book from your list.

Janelle Smith:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a book you will get new information since book is one of a number of ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, reading through a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you reading through a book especially fictional book the author will bring one to imagine the story
how the character types do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other people. When
you read this Abandoned Families: Social Isolation in the Twenty-First Century, you are able to tells your
family, friends along with soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a
book.

Myrtle Galloway:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as compared to
can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this time you only find guide that need more time to
be go through. Abandoned Families: Social Isolation in the Twenty-First Century can be your answer since it
can be read by you actually who have those short extra time problems.

Marcela Beach:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is published or printed or highlighted from each source which filled update of
news. In this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media
social such as newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can
add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
looking for the Abandoned Families: Social Isolation in the Twenty-First Century when you required it?
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