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Three hundred Jewish tales in this extraordinary volume span three continents and four millennia. Culled
from traditional sources_the Bible, Talmud, Midrash, hasidic texts, and oral folklore_and retold in modern
English by Ellen Frankel, these stories represent the brightest jewels in the vast treasure chest of Jewish lore.
Beautifully clothed in contemporary language, these classic tales sparkle with the gentle and insightful
humor of the Jewish folk imagination. And like so much of Jewish literature, these stories abound in
allusions to classic Jewish texts. Biblical cadences, phrases from the prayer book, and ideas from Jewish
proverbs and heroic legends resonate in the air when these tales are read or told aloud. In The Classic Tales,
history sheds its dust to become as intimate as family memory. While the breadth and depth of this book
make it completely unique, three special features also help distinguish it: God appears without gender
(though certainly not without personality); women characters, so often nameless in the original biblical text,
wear their midrashic names (e.g., Noah's wife Naamah, Abraham's mother Amitlai, Lot's wife Edith); and
many tales of Sephardic origin have been included to correct the common American bias toward Eastern
European sources. What's more, this volume has been uniquely designed to be of use to educators, rabbis,
parents, and students. It features a chronological table of contents as well as six separate indexes?arranged by
Jewish holidays, Torah and Haftorah readings, character types, symbols, topics, and proper names and
places_to make the tales easily referenced in a wide variety of ways. Anyone who needs a story to inspire a
child, to illustrate a point, to develop a sermon, or just to uplift his or her own thirsting soul will find just the
right one in The Classic Tales.
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From reader reviews:

David Pimentel:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As you
may know that book is very important usually. The book The Classic Tales: 4,000 Years of Jewish Lore had
been making you to know about other information and of course you can take more information. It is very
advantages for you. The reserve The Classic Tales: 4,000 Years of Jewish Lore is not only giving you a lot
more new information but also to become your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your own
spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship together with the book The Classic Tales: 4,000
Years of Jewish Lore. You never feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

Brenda Fairfax:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different
to fill your free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book can be option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday. The
first thing you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to consider look for
book, may be the publication untitled The Classic Tales: 4,000 Years of Jewish Lore can be good book to
read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Dianne Janelle:

This The Classic Tales: 4,000 Years of Jewish Lore is great reserve for you because the content and that is
full of information for you who all always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This
book reveal it data accurately using great manage word or we can say no rambling sentences in it. So if you
are read that hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward
sentences but tough core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having The Classic Tales: 4,000
Years of Jewish Lore in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous just
one. We can say that no guide that offer you world in ten or fifteen small right but this publication already do
that. So , this is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt which?

Kathleen Sinclair:

In this particular era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more treasured
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you
have to do is just spending your time little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of several
books in the top listing in your reading list is actually The Classic Tales: 4,000 Years of Jewish Lore. This
book which can be qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By
looking upward and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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