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At the end of the Qing dynasty, works of fiction by male authors placed women in new roles. Fiction’s
Family delves into the writings of one literary family from western Zhejiang whose works were emblematic
of shifting attitudes toward women. The mother, Wang Qingdi, and the father, Zhan Sizeng, published their
poems during the second half of the nineteenth century. Two of their four sons, Zhan Xi and Zhan Kai, wrote
novels that promoted reforms in women’s lives. This book explores the intergenerational link, as well as
relations between the sons, to find out how the conflicts faced by the parents may have been refigured in the
novels of their sons. Its central question is about the brothers’ reformist attitudes. Were they based on the
pronouncements of political leaders? Were they the result of trends in Shanghai publishing? Or did they
derive from Wang Qingdi’s disappointment in her “companionate marriage,” as manifested in her poems?
By placing one family at the center of this study, Ellen Widmer illuminates the diachronic bridge between
the late Qing and the period just before it, the synchronic interplay of genres during the brothers’ lifetimes,
and the interaction of Shanghai publishing with regions outside Shanghai.
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From reader reviews:

Eileen Lopez:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled Fiction's Family: Zhan Xi, Zhan Kai, and the Business of Women in
Late-Qing China (Harvard-Yenching Institute Monograph Series). Try to the actual book Fiction's Family:
Zhan Xi, Zhan Kai, and the Business of Women in Late-Qing China (Harvard-Yenching Institute
Monograph Series) as your good friend. It means that it can being your friend when you experience alone
and beside that of course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book
makes you far more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let us make new
experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Kathleen Land:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content.
As we know that book is very important for people. The book Fiction's Family: Zhan Xi, Zhan Kai, and the
Business of Women in Late-Qing China (Harvard-Yenching Institute Monograph Series) was making you to
know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you.
The guide Fiction's Family: Zhan Xi, Zhan Kai, and the Business of Women in Late-Qing China (Harvard-
Yenching Institute Monograph Series) is not only giving you much more new information but also to get
your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your guide. Try to make
relationship with all the book Fiction's Family: Zhan Xi, Zhan Kai, and the Business of Women in Late-Qing
China (Harvard-Yenching Institute Monograph Series). You never experience lose out for everything if you
read some books.

Sandra Hughes:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its include may doesn't
work at this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in
the outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer may be Fiction's Family: Zhan Xi, Zhan Kai, and the
Business of Women in Late-Qing China (Harvard-Yenching Institute Monograph Series) why because the
wonderful cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is
actually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up
this book.

Thomas Moss:

The book untitled Fiction's Family: Zhan Xi, Zhan Kai, and the Business of Women in Late-Qing China
(Harvard-Yenching Institute Monograph Series) contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains the



girl idea with easy technique. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do not necessarily
worry, you can easy to read it. The book was published by famous author. The author gives you in the new
age of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or
product, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open
their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice learn.
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