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Focusing on major authors and problems from the Italian fourteenth and sixteenth centuries, from Petrarch
and Boccaccio to Machiavelli, Ariosto and Tasso, A Local Habitation and a Name examines the unstable
dialectic of realityand imagination,as well as of historyand literature. Albert Ascoli identifies and interprets
the ways in which literary texts are shaped by and serve the purposes of multiple, intertwined historical
discourses and circumstances, and he equally probes the function of such texts in constructing, interpreting,
critiquing, and effacing the histories in which they are embedded. Throughout, he poses the theoretical and
methodological question of how formal analysis and literary forms can at once resist and further the
historicist enterprise. Along the way Ascoli interrogates the mechanisms of historical periodization that have
governed for so long our study of what is sometimes called the Renaissance, sometimes the early modern
period. He also addresses the period's own unstable version of the literature/history opposition, the place of
gendered discourse in the construction of historical narratives (and vice versa), the elaborate formal
strategies by which poets and intellectuals negotiate their relations to power, and, finally, the way in which
proper names (of authors, works, and exemplary characters) serve as points of negotiation between
individual identity and social order in the Renaissance. The book brings to culmination two decades of a
major scholar's thinking about some of the most important figures and questions that shaped the Renaissance,
with emphasis on the question of history, both the historical context of literature and the writing of literary
history.
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From reader reviews:

Diane Smith:

Book is written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can understand everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A guide A Local Habitation and a Name:
Imagining Histories in the Italian Renaissance will make you to be smarter. You can feel a lot more
confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think in which open or reading the
book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you trying to find
best book or appropriate book with you?

William Rice:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information presently can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider if those information which is inside the former life are challenging to be find than now could be
taking seriously which one would work to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you
get the unstable resource then you understand it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage
for you. All those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take A Local Habitation and a Name:
Imagining Histories in the Italian Renaissance as your daily resource information.

Carla Heyward:

The book A Local Habitation and a Name: Imagining Histories in the Italian Renaissance will bring you to
the new experience of reading the book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. In the event you
try to find new book you just read, this book very suited to you. The book A Local Habitation and a Name:
Imagining Histories in the Italian Renaissance is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-
book from the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

David Dabbs:

The book with title A Local Habitation and a Name: Imagining Histories in the Italian Renaissance has a lot
of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This kind of
book exist new know-how the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world
now. That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you
throughout new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read the
item anywhere you want.
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