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Scarcity is considered a ubiquitous feature of the human condition. It underpins much of modern economics
and is widely used as an explanation for social organisation, social conflict and the resource crunch
confronting humanity's survival on the planet. It is made out to be an all-pervasive fact of our lives – be it of
housing, food, water or oil. But has the conception of scarcity been politicized, naturalized, and universalized
in academic and policy debates? Has overhasty recourse to scarcity evoked a standard set of market,
institutional and technological solutions which have blocked out political contestations, overlooking access
as a legitimate focus for academic debates as well as policies and interventions? Theoretical and empirical
chapters by leading academics and scholar-activists grapple with these issues by questioning scarcity's taken-
for-granted nature. They examine scarcity debates across three of the most important resources - food, water
and energy – and their implications for theory, institutional arrangements, policy responses and innovation
systems. The book looks at how scarcity has emerged as a totalizing discourse in both the North and South.
The 'scare' of scarcity has led to scarcity emerging as a political strategy for powerful groups. Aggregate
numbers and physical quantities are trusted, while local knowledges and experiences of scarcity that identify
problems more accurately and specifically are ignored. Science and technology are expected to provide
'solutions', but such expectations embody a multitude of unexamined assumptions about the nature of the
'problem', about the technologies and about the institutional arrangements put forward as a 'fix.' Through this
examination the authors demonstrate that scarcity is not a natural condition: the problem lies in how we see
scarcity and the ways in which it is socially generated.
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From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Brown:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and
notice by means of surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the item for a
while is reading. Yep, by reading a guide your ability to survive boost then having chance to endure than
other is high. For you who want to start reading the book, we give you this particular The Limits to Scarcity:
Contesting the Politics of Allocation (The Earthscan Science in Society Series) book as starter and daily
reading e-book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Donald Murphy:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, small story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not attempting The Limits to Scarcity:
Contesting the Politics of Allocation (The Earthscan Science in Society Series) that give your entertainment
preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as
the opportinity for people to know world a great deal better then how they react toward the world. It can't be
said constantly that reading routine only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to
become success person. So , for all you who want to start studying as your good habit, it is possible to pick
The Limits to Scarcity: Contesting the Politics of Allocation (The Earthscan Science in Society Series)
become your own starter.

Margaret Hall:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside using friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, think reading a book really can hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It alright you can
have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like The Limits to Scarcity:
Contesting the Politics of Allocation (The Earthscan Science in Society Series) which is having the e-book
version. So , try out this book? Let's find.

Albert Lightner:

That book can make you to feel relax. This particular book The Limits to Scarcity: Contesting the Politics of
Allocation (The Earthscan Science in Society Series) was colorful and of course has pictures on the website.
As we know that book The Limits to Scarcity: Contesting the Politics of Allocation (The Earthscan Science
in Society Series) has many kinds or type. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Private
investigator Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are
make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book in your case
and try to like reading that.
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