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How do pious Shia Muslim women nurture and sustain their religious lives? How do their experiences and
beliefs differ from or overlap with those of men? What do gender-based religious roles and interactions
reveal about the Shia Muslim faith? In Partners of Zaynab, Diane D'Souza presents a rich ethnography of
urban Shia women in India, exploring women's devotional lives through the lens of religious narrative,
sacred space, ritual performance, leadership, and iconic symbols.

Religious scholars have tended to devalue women's religious expressions, confining them to the periphery of
a male-centered ritual world. This viewpoint often assumes that women's ritual behaviors are the
unsophisticated product of limited education and experience and even a less developed female nature. By
illuminating vibrant female narratives within Shia religious teachings, the fascinating history of a shrine led
by women, the contemporary lives of dynamic female preachers, and women's popular prayers and rituals of
petition, Partners of Zaynab demonstrates that the religious lives of women are not a flawed approximation
of male-defined norms and behaviors, but a vigorous, authentic affirmation of faith within the religious
mainstream.

D'Souza questions the distinction between normative and popular religious behavior, arguing that such a
categorization not only isolates and devalues female ritual expressions, but also weakens our understanding
of religion as a whole. Partners of Zaynab offers a compelling glimpse of Muslim faith and practice and a
more complete understanding of the interplay of gender within Shia Islam.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Parker:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a understanding or any news even an issue. What people must be consider while
those information which is within the former life are challenging be find than now's taking seriously which
one is acceptable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable
resource then you understand it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take Partners of Zaynab: A Gendered Perspective of Shia Muslim
Faith (Studies of Comparative Religion) as your daily resource information.

Vickie Reed:

This book untitled Partners of Zaynab: A Gendered Perspective of Shia Muslim Faith (Studies of
Comparative Religion) to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, that's because when you
read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book shop
or you can order it via online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read
this book, since you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to you to past this
guide from your list.

William Bixby:

Typically the book Partners of Zaynab: A Gendered Perspective of Shia Muslim Faith (Studies of
Comparative Religion) will bring one to the new experience of reading a book. The author style to elucidate
the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to study, this book very suited to you. The book Partners
of Zaynab: A Gendered Perspective of Shia Muslim Faith (Studies of Comparative Religion) is much
recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can more easily to
read the book.

Jeanie Clark:

It is possible to spend your free time to see this book this e-book. This Partners of Zaynab: A Gendered
Perspective of Shia Muslim Faith (Studies of Comparative Religion) is simple to develop you can read it in
the playground, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not have much space to bring typically the
printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the particular
book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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