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The ancient Greek philosophy of Pyrrhonian skepticism spread across a wide spectrum of disciplines in the
1600s, casting a shadow over the European learned world. The early modern skeptics expressed doubt
concerning the existence of an objective reality independent of human perception. They also questioned
long-standing philosophical assumptions and, at times, undermined the foundations of political, moral, and
religious authorities. How did eighteenth-century scholars overcome this skeptical crisis of confidence to
usher in the so-called Age of Reason?

In The Specter of Skepticism in the Age of Enlightenment, Anton Matytsin describes how skeptical rhetoric
forced philosophers to formulate the principles and assumptions that they found to be certain or, at the very
least, highly probable. In attempting to answer the deep challenge of philosophical skepticism, these thinkers
explicitly articulated the rules for attaining true and certain knowledge and defined the boundaries beyond
which human understanding could not venture. Matytsin explains the dialectical outcome of the
philosophical disputes between the skeptics and their various opponents in France, the Dutch Republic,
Switzerland, and Prussia. He shows that these exchanges transformed skepticism by mitigating its arguments
while broadening the learned world’s confidence in the capacities of reason by moderating its aspirations.
Ultimately, the debates about the powers and limits of human understanding led to the making of a new
conception of rationality that privileged practicable reason over speculative reason.

Matytsin also complicates common narratives about the Enlightenment by demonstrating that most of the
thinkers who defended reason from skeptical critiques were religiously devout. By attempting either to
preserve or to reconstruct the foundations of their worldviews and systems of thought, they became
important agents of intellectual change and formulated new criteria of doubt and certainty. This complex and
engaging book offers a powerful new explanation of how Enlightenment thinkers came to understand the
purposes and the boundaries of rational inquiry.
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From reader reviews:

Kate Word:

The guide untitled The Specter of Skepticism in the Age of Enlightenment is the e-book that recommended
to you to study. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to an individual. The
language that writer use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The writer was
did a lot of exploration when write the book, and so the information that they share for you is absolutely
accurate. You also might get the e-book of The Specter of Skepticism in the Age of Enlightenment from the
publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Mary Richie:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all this time you only find e-book that
need more time to be study. The Specter of Skepticism in the Age of Enlightenment can be your answer
mainly because it can be read by an individual who have those short free time problems.

Marjorie Cook:

As a student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or make
summary for some publication, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart or real their
hobby. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we
know that on this age, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this The Specter of Skepticism in the Age of Enlightenment can make you experience
more interested to read.

Helen Woodson:

Many people said that they feel bored when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the item when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose the actual book The Specter of Skepticism in the Age of
Enlightenment to make your personal reading is interesting. Your skill of reading skill is developing when
you including reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the idea
about book and studying especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to open a book and read it. Beside
that the e-book The Specter of Skepticism in the Age of Enlightenment can to be your friend when you're
really feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of this time.
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