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A Finalist for the Costa Biography Award

Longlisted for the Orwell Prize

Named a Best Book of the Year by
The Times (London) • New Statesman (London) • Daily Express (London) • Commonweal magazine

In the summer of 1993, Thomas Harding traveled to Germany with his grandmother to visit a small house by
a lake on the outskirts of Berlin. It had been her “soul place,” she said—a holiday home for her and her
family, but also a refuge—until the 1930s, when the Nazis’ rise to power forced them to leave.

The trip was his grandmother’s chance to remember her childhood sanctuary as it was. But the house had
changed, and when Harding returned once again nearly twenty years later, it was about to be demolished. It
now belonged to the government, and as Harding began to inquire about whether the house could be saved,
he unearthed secrets that had lain hidden for decades. Slowly he began to piece together the lives of the five
families who had lived there: a wealthy landowner, a prosperous Jewish family, a renowned composer, a
widow and her children, a Stasi informant. All had made the house their home, and all but one had been
forced out.

The house had weathered storms, fires and abandonment, witnessed violence, betrayals and murders, and had
withstood the trauma of a world war and the dividing of a nation. Breathtaking in scope and intimate in its
detail, The House by the Lake is a groundbreaking and revelatory new history of Germany, told over a
tumultuous century through the story of a small wooden house.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Hinojosa:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a stroll,
shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or read a book allowed The House by the Lake: One
House, Five Families, and a Hundred Years of German History? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You
realize beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree
with the opinion or you have other opinion?

Douglas Wyss:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the title The House by the
Lake: One House, Five Families, and a Hundred Years of German History suitable to you? The book was
written by famous writer in this era. The actual book untitled The House by the Lake: One House, Five
Families, and a Hundred Years of German Historyis the one of several books in which everyone read now.
This particular book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the
new shape that you ever know before. The author explained their thought in the simple way, and so all of
people can easily to recognise the core of this reserve. This book will give you a large amount of information
about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world with this book.

David Briggs:

Typically the book The House by the Lake: One House, Five Families, and a Hundred Years of German
History will bring you to the new experience of reading any book. The author style to elucidate the idea is
very unique. If you try to find new book you just read, this book very suited to you. The book The House by
the Lake: One House, Five Families, and a Hundred Years of German History is much recommended to you
to read. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

William Brown:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching
TV, or perhaps playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity this is look
different you can read any book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you read you
can spent all day long to reading a book. The book The House by the Lake: One House, Five Families, and a
Hundred Years of German History it is quite good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended
this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to develop this
book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from your smart phone. The
price is not too costly but this book offers high quality.
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