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Many Western visitors to Japan have been struck by the numerous cemeteries for aborted fetuses, which are
characterized by throngs of images of the Bodhisattva Jizo, usually dressed in red baby aprons or other baby
garments, and each dedicated to an individual fetus. Abortion is common in Japan and as a consequence one
of the frequently performed rituals in Japanese Buddhism is mizuko-kuyo, a ceremony for aborted and
miscarried fetuses. Over the past forty years, mizuko-kuyo has gradually come to America, where it has been
appropriated by non-Buddhists as well as Buddhist practitioners.

In this book, Jeff Wilson examines how and why Americans of different backgrounds have brought
knowledge and performance of this Japanese ceremony to the United States. Drawing on his own extensive
fieldwork in Japan and the U.S., as well as the literature in both Japanese and English, Wilson shows that the
meaning and purpose of the ritual have changed greatly in the American context. In Japan, mizuko-kuyo is
performed to placate the potentially dangerous spirit of the angry fetus. In America, however, it has come to
be seen as a way for the mother to mourn and receive solace for her loss. Many American women who learn
about mizuko-kuyo are struck by the lack of such a ceremony and see it as filling a very important need.
Ceremonies are now performed even for losses that took place many years ago. Wilson's well-written study
not only contributes to the growing literature on American Buddhism, but sheds light on a range of
significant issues in Buddhist studies, interreligious contact, women's studies, and even bioethics.
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From reader reviews:

Edmond Pounds:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a move,
shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open as well as read a book titled Mourning the Unborn
Dead: A Buddhist Ritual Comes to America? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You understand
beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do
you agree with its opinion or you have some other opinion?

Ramona Wrenn:

Book is usually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important thing to bring us around the
world. Alongside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A book Mourning the Unborn Dead: A
Buddhist Ritual Comes to America will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel more confidence if
you can know about anything. But some of you think that open or reading some sort of book make you
bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or
ideal book with you?

Lynda Alford:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the title Mourning the
Unborn Dead: A Buddhist Ritual Comes to America suitable to you? Typically the book was written by
famous writer in this era. The actual book untitled Mourning the Unborn Dead: A Buddhist Ritual Comes to
Americais one of several books in which everyone read now. That book was inspired a lot of people in the
world. When you read this book you will enter the new dimension that you ever know ahead of. The author
explained their plan in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this
publication. This book will give you a wide range of information about this world now. To help you to see
the represented of the world within this book.

Vanessa Kistler:

Reserve is one of source of know-how. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen want book to know the up-date information of year to help year. As we know those ebooks
have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. By the
book Mourning the Unborn Dead: A Buddhist Ritual Comes to America we can get more advantage. Don't
that you be creative people? To become creative person must prefer to read a book. Simply choose the best
book that appropriate with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life with that book Mourning the
Unborn Dead: A Buddhist Ritual Comes to America. You can more attractive than now.
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