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Journey Back to God explores Origen of Alexandria's creative, complex, and controversial treatment of the
problem of evil. It argues that his layered cosmology functions as a theodicy that deciphers deeper meaning
beneath cosmic disparity. Origen asks: why does God create a world where some suffer more than others?
On the surface, the unfair arrangement of the world defies theological coherence. In order to defend divine
justice against the charge of cosmic mismanagement, Origen develops a theological cosmology that explains
the ontological status and origin of evil as well as its cosmic implications. Origen's theodicy hinges on the
journey of the soul back to God. Its themes correlate with the soul's creation, fall and descent into
materiality, gradual purification, and eventual divinization. The world, for Origen, functions as a school and
hospital for the soul where it undergoes the necessary education and purgation. Origen carefully calibrates
his cosmology and theology. He portrays God as a compassionate and judicious teacher, physician, and
father who employs suffering for our amelioration.

Journey Back to God frames the systematic study of Origen's theodicy within a broader theory of theodicy as
navigation, which signifies the dynamic process whereby we impute meaning to suffering. It unites the
logical and spiritual facets of his theodicy, and situates it in its third-century historical, theological, and
philosophical context, correcting the distortions that continue to plague Origen scholarship. Furthermore, the
study clarifies his ambiguous position on universalism within the context of his eschatology. Finally, it
assesses the cogency and contemporary relevance of Origen's theodicy, highlighting the problems and
prospects of his bold, constructive, and optimistic vision.
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From reader reviews:

Marvis Byrnes:

This Journey Back to God: Origen on the Problem of Evil (AAR ACADEMY SER) usually are reliable for
you who want to become a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Journey Back to God: Origen
on the Problem of Evil (AAR ACADEMY SER) can be among the great books you must have is usually
giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed anyone with information that possibly will
shock your preceding knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and
whenever your conditions in e-book and printed people. Beside that this Journey Back to God: Origen on the
Problem of Evil (AAR ACADEMY SER) forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich
vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day exercise. So , let's
have it and enjoy reading.

William Patterson:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their reader with their story or
maybe their experience. Not only the story that share in the guides. But also they write about the information
about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children,
there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their ability in
writing, they also doing some study before they write to the book. One of them is this Journey Back to God:
Origen on the Problem of Evil (AAR ACADEMY SER).

Verna Tubbs:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you have been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Journey Back to God: Origen on the Problem
of Evil (AAR ACADEMY SER), it is possible to enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still desire to
miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't get it, oh come on
its named reading friends.

Rebecca Moreno:

A lot of guide has printed but it is different. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the very
best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is called of book
Journey Back to God: Origen on the Problem of Evil (AAR ACADEMY SER). Contain your knowledge by
it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is
most critical that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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