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The constant call to admit guilt amounts almost to a tyranny of confession today. We demand tell-all tales in
the public dramas of the courtroom, the talk shows, and in print, as well as in the more private spaces of the
confessional and the psychoanalyst's office. Yet we are also deeply uneasy with the concept: how can we tell
whether a confession is true? What if it has been coerced?

In Troubling Confessions, Peter Brooks juxtaposes cases from law and literature to explore the kinds of truth
we associate with confessions, and why we both rely on them and regard them with suspicion. For centuries
the law has considered confession to be "the queen of proofs," yet it has also seen a need to regulate
confessions and the circumstances under which they are made, as evidenced in the continuing debate over
the Miranda decision. Western culture has made confessional speech a prime measure of authenticity, seeing
it as an expression of selfhood that bears witness to personal truth. Yet the urge to confess may be motivated
by inextricable layers of shame, guilt, self-loathing, the desire to propitiate figures of authority. Literature
has often understood the problematic nature of confession better than the law, as Brooks demonstrates in
perceptive readings of legal cases set against works by Rousseau, Dostoevsky, Joyce, and Camus, among
others.

Mitya in The Brothers Karamazov captures the trouble with confessional speech eloquently when he offers
his confession with the anguished plea: this is a confession; handle with care. By questioning the truths of
confession, Peter Brooks challenges us to reconsider how we demand confessions and what we do with
them.
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From reader reviews:

Peter Hudson:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they are still students or the item for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they
don't would like do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Troubling Confessions:
Speaking Guilt in Law and Literature. All type of book would you see on many solutions. You can look for
the internet sources or other social media.

Jennifer McMorris:

Reading a book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their particular reader with their story
or perhaps their experience. Not only situation that share in the publications. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays always try to improve
their skill in writing, they also doing some research before they write with their book. One of them is this
Troubling Confessions: Speaking Guilt in Law and Literature.

Lane James:

Beside that Troubling Confessions: Speaking Guilt in Law and Literature in your phone, it might give you a
way to get closer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you will got here
is fresh from your oven so don't be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow community. It is good
thing to have Troubling Confessions: Speaking Guilt in Law and Literature because this book offers to your
account readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you don't get what it's facts concerning. Oh
come on, that will not happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be
questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss this? Find this book and also
read it from currently!

Gerardo Roney:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is published or printed or highlighted from each source that filled update of news.
Within this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media
social including newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book?
Or just looking for the Troubling Confessions: Speaking Guilt in Law and Literature when you desired it?
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