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Research on human beings saves countless lives, but has at times harmed the participants. To what degree
then should government regulate science, and how? The horrors of Nazi concentration camp experiments and
the egregious Tuskegee syphilis study led the US government, in 1974, to establish Research Ethics
Committees, known as Institutional Review Boards (IRBs) to oversee research on humans. The US now has
over 4,000 IRBs, which examine yearly tens of billions of dollars of research -- all studies on people
involving diseases, from cancer to autism, and behavior. Yet ethical violations persist.

At the same time, critics have increasingly attacked these committees for delaying or blocking important
studies. Partly, science is changing, and the current system has not kept up. Since the regulations were first
conceived 40 years ago, research has burgeoned 30-fold. Studies often now include not a single university,
but multiple institutions, and 40 separate IRBs thus need to approve a single project. One committee might
approve a study quickly, while others require major changes, altering the scientific design, and making the
comparison of data between sites difficult.

Crucial dilemmas thus emerge of whether the current system should be changed, and if so, how. Yet we must
first understand the status quo to know how to improve it. Unfortunately, these committees operate behind
closed doors, and have received relatively little in-depth investigation. Robert Klitzman thus interviewed 45
IRB leaders and members about how they make decisions. What he heard consistently surprised him.

This book reveals what Klitzman learned, providing rare glimpses into the conflicts and complexities these
individuals face, defining science, assessing possible future risks and benefits of studies, and deciding how
much to trust researchers -- illuminating, more broadly, how we view and interpret ethics in our lives today,
and perceive and use power.

These committees reflect many of the most vital tensions of our time - concerning science and human values,
individual freedom, government control, and industry greed. Ultimately, as patients, scientists, or subjects,
the decisions of these men and women affect us all.
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From reader reviews:

Janice Saucier:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive
currently, people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded
place and notice simply by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the item for
a while is reading. Yeah, by reading a book your ability to survive raise then having chance to remain than
other is high. For yourself who want to start reading a new book, we give you this particular The Ethics
Police?: The Struggle to Make Human Research Safe book as starter and daily reading reserve. Why,
because this book is more than just a book.

Debra Davis:

The particular book The Ethics Police?: The Struggle to Make Human Research Safe will bring that you the
new experience of reading any book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. Should you try to
find new book to see, this book very ideal to you. The book The Ethics Police?: The Struggle to Make
Human Research Safe is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from the
official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Joseph Lee:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity here is look different you
can read a new book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent 24
hours a day to reading a publication. The book The Ethics Police?: The Struggle to Make Human Research
Safe it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. They were
enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy typically
the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not too costly but
this book possesses high quality.

Debra Becnel:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, short story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not trying The Ethics Police?: The Struggle
to Make Human Research Safe that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by means of reading
this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world
considerably better then how they react towards the world. It can't be said constantly that reading routine
only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all of you who
want to start reading as your good habit, it is possible to pick The Ethics Police?: The Struggle to Make
Human Research Safe become your starter.
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