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University professor and social activist Tova Hartman, discouraged by failed attempts to make her modern
Orthodox synagogue in Jerusalem more inclusive of women, together with other worshippers, set about
creating their own own, Shira Hadasha (“a new song”).

Since it opened in 2002, this new synagogue’s mission—to develop a religious community that embraces
halakhah (Jewish law), tefillah (prayer), and feminism—has drawn thousands to services. The courageous
act of creating the synagogue—against amazing odds—is testimony to Hartman’s own deeply felt
commitment to both feminism and modern Orthodox Judaism.

The story of the creation and ongoing development of similar “partnership minyans” in Jerusalem and
elsewhere anchors and ties together this book’s five essays, each of which explores a vital contact point
between contemporary feminist thought and aspects of Jewish tradition. Hartman discusses three feminist
analyses of Freudian psychology for reading Jewish texts; modesty and the religious male gaze; the backlash
against feminism by traditional rabbis; the male imagery in liturgy; and Orthodox women and purity rituals.
Throughout, Hartman emphasizes the importance of reinterpretation, asking her readers to view as “creative
tensions” what seem like obvious and insurmountable contradictions between traditional and modern beliefs.
Such tensions can offer unexpected connections as well as painful compromises. The conclusion revisits the
construction of the synagogue as well as discusses its impediments and actualizing these types of social and
religious changes.

Hartman’s book will speak directly to scholars and students of gender, religion, and psychology, as well as
anyone interested in the negotiation of feminism and tradition.
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From reader reviews:

Carol Johnson:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
walk, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book titled Feminism Encounters
Traditional Judaism: Resistance and Accommodation (HBI Series on Jewish Women)? Maybe it is to get
best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can
wiser than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have additional opinion?

Loretta Yoder:

The event that you get from Feminism Encounters Traditional Judaism: Resistance and Accommodation
(HBI Series on Jewish Women) could be the more deep you searching the information that hide within the
words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but
Feminism Encounters Traditional Judaism: Resistance and Accommodation (HBI Series on Jewish Women)
giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in specific way that can be
understood simply by anyone who read this because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. That
book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go
together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having that
Feminism Encounters Traditional Judaism: Resistance and Accommodation (HBI Series on Jewish Women)
instantly.

Major Talley:

Feminism Encounters Traditional Judaism: Resistance and Accommodation (HBI Series on Jewish Women)
can be one of your starter books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this
guide has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit
entertaining but still delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to set every word into
joy arrangement in writing Feminism Encounters Traditional Judaism: Resistance and Accommodation (HBI
Series on Jewish Women) but doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest as well as based
confirm resource information that maybe you can be among it. This great information may drawn you into
fresh stage of crucial pondering.

Donald Rivera:

Beside this specific Feminism Encounters Traditional Judaism: Resistance and Accommodation (HBI Series
on Jewish Women) in your phone, it could give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or facts. The
information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh from your oven so don't be worry if you feel like
an older people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have Feminism Encounters Traditional Judaism:
Resistance and Accommodation (HBI Series on Jewish Women) because this book offers for your



requirements readable information. Do you often have book but you would not get what it's exactly about.
Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be
questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss this? Find this book
and read it from right now!
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