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Brahms Among Friends identifies patterns of listening, performance, and composition among close friends of
Johannes Brahms and explores how those patterns informed the creation and reception of his music in the
intimate genres of song, sonata, trio, and piano miniature. Among the tangled threads of counterpoint and
circumstance that bound Brahms to his acquaintances was the technique of allusive musical borrowing,
whereby a brief passage from a familiar work was drawn into the fabric of a new composition. For the
specific listeners whose habits of mind and musicianship he knew best, allusive borrowings could become
rhetorically charged gestures, persuasively revising the meanings his music conveyed and the interpretive
strategies it invited.

Primary documents, original manuscripts, music-analytic comparison, and kinesthetic parameters
experienced in the act of performance all work in tandem to support ten case studies in the interplay between
Brahms's small-scale works and the women and men who encountered them before publication. Central
characters include violinist Joseph Joachim, singers Amalie Joachim, Julius Stockhausen, and Agathe von
Siebold, composers Heinrich and Elisabeth von Herzogenberg, and pianists Emma Engelmann and Clara
Schumann. For these musicians and for the composer himself, Brahms's allusive music served a broad
variety of emotional needs and interpersonal ends. Yet across diverse repertoire and interdisciplinary
correlates ranging from ethnography to psychoanalysis, each case study furthers a single, underlying aim: to
reconstruct the mutually dependent perspectives of historically situated agents and restore forgotten features
of their communicative landscapes as bases for both musical and historical scrutiny.
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From reader reviews:

Judith Jordan:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a move,
shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book eligible Brahms Among Friends:
Listening, Performance, and the Rhetoric of Allusion (AMS Studies in Music)? Maybe it is being best
activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can more
intelligent than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have additional opinion?

Diana Saffold:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book especially book entitled Brahms
Among Friends: Listening, Performance, and the Rhetoric of Allusion (AMS Studies in Music) the mind will
drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unidentified for but
surely can become your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a publication then become one
type conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get previous to. The Brahms Among Friends:
Listening, Performance, and the Rhetoric of Allusion (AMS Studies in Music) giving you an additional
experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful facts for your better life in this
particular era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind is going to be pleased
when you are finished reading it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare
time activity?

Scott Burnett:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Brahms Among Friends: Listening,
Performance, and the Rhetoric of Allusion (AMS Studies in Music) e-book written by well-known writer
who knows well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who read the book. Written with
good manner for you, leaking every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger
then you still hesitation Brahms Among Friends: Listening, Performance, and the Rhetoric of Allusion (AMS
Studies in Music) as good book not only by the cover but also by the content. This is one book that can break
don't determine book by its handle, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh
come on your reading through sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Suzanne Robbins:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. That Brahms Among Friends: Listening, Performance, and the
Rhetoric of Allusion (AMS Studies in Music) can give you a lot of good friends because by you considering
this one book you have thing that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This kind of
book can be one of a step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that possibly your friend



doesn't know, by knowing more than other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let me have
Brahms Among Friends: Listening, Performance, and the Rhetoric of Allusion (AMS Studies in Music).
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