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A Society of Gentlemen is a social history of US naval officer education at Annapolis, Maryland from 1845
to 1861. By combing statistical and scholarly analysis based on original research, it reveals that through the
Naval Academy, the US Navy exhibited signs of a professional organization during the antebellum era. The
Naval Academy, founded in 1845, indoctrinated potential officers into the navy through a more structured
form of education than used previously as the navy assessed students on academic and practical seamanship
skills, their conformity to naval law and discipline. By 1850, the Academy also showed great concern for
officer recruits taken directly from civilian life, who needed a longer period of nurturing before going to sea,
and established summer cruises and school ships to introduce them to naval life. Henceforth, Annapolis
midshipmen went to sea under the supervision of Academy officials who taught them practical seamanship,
navigation, and the command skills required of professional naval officers, to complement their shore-based
training. The Civil War interrupted this process of educating officers, a large number of students failed to
graduate, and a significant number of graduates actually spent little time in the navy. But those who
remained were the professional officers who contributed to the navy’s exploits after the Civil War: men like
Stephen Luce, George Dewey and Alfred Thayer Mahan. It is no surprise that such men later established
more fully the dynamics of a naval officer profession later in the century. This history is based on letters to
Academy officials from students and the autobiographies of famous naval officers, to expand upon statistical
data dealing with wider student backgrounds.
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From reader reviews:

Shannon Harvey:

Here thing why that A Society of Gentlemen: Midshipmen at the U.S. Naval Academy, 1845-1861 are
different and reputable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good but it really depends in the content
of computer which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. A Society of Gentlemen: Midshipmen at
the U.S. Naval Academy, 1845-1861 giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any e-
book out there but there is no book that similar with A Society of Gentlemen: Midshipmen at the U.S. Naval
Academy, 1845-1861. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing
which happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. It is possible to bring
everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your technique home by train. For anyone who is having
difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of A Society of Gentlemen: Midshipmen at the
U.S. Naval Academy, 1845-1861 in e-book can be your alternate.

Lily Pawlak:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information today can get by anyone in everywhere. The
information can be a knowledge or any news even a huge concern. What people must be consider if those
information which is in the former life are hard to be find than now's taking seriously which one is
acceptable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource then
you get it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will not
happen with you if you take A Society of Gentlemen: Midshipmen at the U.S. Naval Academy, 1845-1861
as the daily resource information.

Alfonso Unruh:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
you to definitely understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book,
and soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to you is A Society of Gentlemen: Midshipmen at the U.S. Naval Academy, 1845-1861 this
reserve consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. That book was represented how
can the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The
actual writer made some analysis when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book ideal all of you.

Wm Mills:

Beside this kind of A Society of Gentlemen: Midshipmen at the U.S. Naval Academy, 1845-1861 in your
phone, it could give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or data. The information and the
knowledge you will got here is fresh from your oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an outdated
people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have A Society of Gentlemen: Midshipmen at the U.S. Naval



Academy, 1845-1861 because this book offers to you readable information. Do you at times have book but
you don't get what it's all about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this in your hand. The
Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to
miss the idea? Find this book and read it from currently!
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