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Dubbed by his fellow Futurists the "King of Time," Velimir Khlebnikov (1885-1922) spent his entire brief
life searching for anew poetic language to express his convictions about the rhythm of history, the
correspondence between human behavior and the "language of the stars." The result was a vast body of
poetry and prose that has been called hermetic, incomprehensible, even deranged. Of all thistragic
generation of Russian poets (including Blok, Esenin, and Mayakovsky), Khlebnikov has been perhaps the
most praised and the more censured.

Thisfirst volume of the Collected Works, an edition sponsored by the Dia Art Foundation, will do much to
establish the counterimage of Khlebnikov as an honest, serious writer. The 117 letters published here for the
first time in English revea an ebullient, humane, impractical, but deliberate working artist. We read of the
continuing involvement with his family throughout his vagabond life (pleasto his smartest sister, Vera, to
break out of the mold, pleas to his scholarly father not to condemn and to send a warm overcoat); the naive
pleasure he took in being applauded by other artists; his insistence that a young girl's simple verses be
included in one of the typically outrageous Futurist publications of the time; hisjealous fury at the
appearance in Moscow of the Italian Futurist Marinetti; afirst draft of his famous zoo poem (O Garden of
Animals!"); his seriocomic but ultimately shattering efforts to be released from army service; his
inexhaustibly courageous confrontation with his own disease and excruciating poverty; and always his
deadly earnest attempt to make sense of numbers, language, suffering, politics, and the exigencies of
publication.

The theoretical writings presented here are even more important than the letters to an understanding of
Khlebnikov's creative output. In the scientific articles written before 1910, we discern foreshadowings of
major patterns of later poetic work. In the pan-Slavic proclamations of 1908-1914, we find explicit
connections between cultural roots and linguistic ramifications. In the semantic excursuses beginning in
1915, we can see Khlebnikov's experiments with consonants, nouns, and definitions spelled out in accessible,
if arid, form. The essays of 1916-1922 take us into the future of Planet Earth, visions of universal order and
accomplishment that no longer seem so farfetched but indeed resonate for modern readers.
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From reader reviews:
Nellie Ferguson:

This Collected Works of Veimir Khlebnikov, Volume I: Letters and Theoretical Writings book is not really
ordinary book, you have after that it the world isin your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is
actually information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper you
actually read alot of information you will get. This specific Collected Works of Velimir Khlebnikov,
Volume |: Letters and Theoretical Writings without we understand teach the one who looking at it become
critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't become worry Collected Works of Velimir Khlebnikov,
Volume I: Letters and Theoretical Writings can bring once you are and not make your tote space or
bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can haveit in the lovely laptop even cellphone. This Collected
Works of Velimir Khlebnikov, Volume I: Letters and Theoretical Writings having excellent arrangement in
word along with layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

George Privette:

Reading areserve can be one of alot of activity that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are alot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading areserve will give you alot of
new details. When you read a e-book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of a number of
ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you actually
more imaginative. When you looking at a book especialy fictional book the author will bring one to imagine
the story how the character types do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to others. When you
read this Collected Works of Velimir Khlebnikov, Volume I: Letters and Theoretical Writings, you could
tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours publication. Y our knowledge can inspire others, make
them reading a guide.

Ruth Davis;

In this period of time globalization it isimportant to someone to obtain information. The information will
make anyone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
easier to share. You can find alot of sourcesto get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You can see that now, alot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to you is Collected Works of Velimir Khlebnikov, Volume I: Letters and Theoretical Writings
this reserve consist alot of the information from the condition of thisworld now. This kind of book was
represented so why is the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer value to explainitis easy to
understand. The writer made some exploration when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book
ideal al of you.

Myra McKenzie:

As acollege student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or



make summary for some book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart or real their
hobby. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and also can't see colorful
photos on there. Y eah, it isto get complicated. Book is very important for you. Aswe know that on this
period of time, many waysto get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this Collected Works of Velimir Khlebnikov, Volume |: Letters and Theoretical Writings
can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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